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DEDICATION 


This  booklet  is  dedicated  to  Joseph  Hallowell  Penrose 
of  Warrington,  Pennsylvania,  a descendant  of  the  Graeme 
Park  Penroses  who  has  resided  within  a mile  of  Graeme 
Park  all  his  life.  Joseph  Hallowell  Penrose  is  the  great- 
grandson  of  William  Penrose,  who  owned  and  farmed  Graeme 
Park  from  1821  to  1863.  Joseph's  grandfather  Jarrett  was 
born  at  Graeme  Park  and  lived  there  until  he  purchased  his 
own  farm  in  Horsham,  Pennsylvania.  The  dedication  was 
made  on  July  31,  1983,  on  the  occasion  of  Joseph  Penrose's 
80th  birthday. 
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FOREWORD 


The  history  of  the  Penrose  family  at  Graeme  Park 
was  reconstructed  by  using  19th  century  records  such  as 
deeds,  cemetery  records,  Quaker  records,  newspaper  arti- 
cles, wills,  court  documents,  historical  publications,  gene- 
ology  information,  census  records,  tax  records  and  diaries. 
Also  used  to  understand  the  past  history  of  Graeme  Park 
were  late  19th  century  letters  written  by  Abel  Penrose's 
daughter,  Hannah,  and  her  cousin,  Jennie  Davis.  These 
letters  help  us  understand  and  appreciate  life  during  the 
1800's. 


In  1914  Jennie  Davis  wrote  a paper  for  the  occasion 
of  the  Penrose  family  reunion.  In  it  she  described  her 
great-grandfather  Samuel  and  grandfather  William.  Jennie 
reminisced  about  her  childhood  and  recalled  stories  that 
were  handed  down  by  her  aunt,  Hannah  Penrose  Hicks,  and 
her  mother,  Tacy  Penrose  Davis. 

The  Penrose  letters  and  Jennie's  paper  are  probably 
the  most  interesting  sources  of  information  on  the  per- 
sonalities of  the  Penroses  and  give  insight  into  their 
everyday  life,  but  it  must  also  be  remembered  that  letters, 
diaries  and  memoirs  reflect  the  individual  writer's  con- 
ception of  events. 

Special  thanks  must  go  to  Mr.  Joseph  Hallowell 
Penrose,  Jr.,  of  Stamford,  Connecticut,  and  Mrs.  Dorris  Pen- 
rose Spencer  of  Buckingham,  Pennsylvania,  descendants  of 
the  Graeme  Park  Penroses,  who  helped  to  fund  the  project 
and  supplied  research  information.  Thanks  also  to  Jarrette 
Penrose  Darrah  and  Eleanor  Penrose  Palmer,  who  also 
helped  fund  the  project.  The  Penroses'  contribution  was 
matched  by  a grant  from  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  and 
Museum  Commission.  Special  thanks  to  Mary  Twining  Jones 
Park  of  Horsham,  also  a Penrose  descendant,  who  shared  her 
family  portraits  and  pictures.  Area  research  libraries  should 
be  commended  for  their  efforts  in  painstakingly  preserving 
historic  information  - the  Bucks  County  Historical  Society's 
Spruance  Library,  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
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Historical  Society  of  Montgomery  County  and  the  Union 
Library  Company  of  Hatborough.  A personal  thanks  to 
Angel  Conran  for  her  research  advice,  Garry  Ruch  for  his 
writing  suggestions,  and  Patricia  Rigler,  who  not  only  spent 
endless  hours  typing  and  retyping  this  booklet  but  also 
accompanied  the  author  on  various  grave  walking  and  re- 
search trips. 


Early  History  of  Graeme  Park 


Historic  Graeme  Park,  located  in  Horsham  Township, 
Montgomery  County,  Pennsylvania,  is  well-known  for  its 
Colonial  and  Revolutionary  past.  Its  history  began  in  1717 
when,  shortly  after  his  arrival  in  the  Colonies,  Pennsylvania 
Provincial  Governor  Sir  William  Keith  acquired  property  in 
Horsham.  In  1721  Keith  contracted  stonemason  John  Kirk  to 
build  what  is  now  the  historic  Keith  House.  Keith  called  his 
1,700  acre  Horsham  estate  "Fountain  Low."  Some  records 
suggest  that  the  Keith  House  was  originally  erected  for  the 
manufacture  of  scotch  whiskey,  but  recent  research  and 
archaeology  excavations  challenge  this  theory.  Inventories 
from  the  Governor's  estate  reflect  the  lavish  manner  in 
which  the  Keith  s lived.  The  inventories  included  a large 
collection  of  silver,  china,  pewter,  linens,  clocks,  looking 
glasses  and  many  pieces  of  fine  furniture.  Keith  inventories 
also  listed  14  slaves,  20  horses  and  many  cows,  oxen,  hogs, 
sheep,  bulls,  calves,  a large  glass  coach,  chaises,  wagons, 
stills  and  farming  items. 

Despite  his  lavish  existence,  Keith  was  a popular 
governor;  however,  some  of  Keith's  political  stances  brought 
him  into  direct  conflict  with  the  Penn  family  and  he  was 
removed  from  office. 

Before  Keith  returned  to  England  in  1726,  he  turned 
over  his  Horsham  property  to  his  wife.  Lady  Ann.  In  1739 
Dr.  Thomas  Graeme,  who  was  married  to  Lady  Keith's 
daughter,  Ann  Diggs,  purchased  "Fountain  Low"  and  renamed 
his  country  estate  "Graeme  Park."  Graeme  was  a prominent 
and  respected  physician  in  Philadelphia  and  also  served  as 
port  physician.  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  one  of  the 
founders  of  Pennsylvania  Hospital.  Thomas  Graeme  updated 
the  Keith  House  interior  architecture,  employing  Georgian 
features  with  elaborate  wainscot  paneling,  marble,  and 
imported  tiles. 

Dr.  Graeme's  youngest  daughter,  Elizabeth,  led  a 
romantic,  yet  tragic  and  controversial  life.  She  was  a 
talented  poetess  who  entertained  many  distinguished  persons 
from  both  the  political  and  literary  worlds.  After  an 
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Side  view  of  the  Keith  House  and  kitchen  building  at 
Graeme  Park,  Horsham,  Pennsylvania. 


Front  view  of  the  Keith  House  and  kitchen  building  at 
Graeme  Park,  Horsham,  Pennsylvania. 
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unhappy  romance  with  Benjamin  Franklin's  son  William, 
Elizabeth  traveled  throughout  Europe  returning  after  her 
mother's  death  to  become  hostess  of  Graeme  Park. 

Elizabeth's  1772  marriage  to  Scotsman  Henry  Hugh 
Fergusson,  at  least  ten  years  her  junior,  was  kept  secret 
from  her  disapproving  father.  About  four  months  later  on 
the  day  Elizabeth  planned  to  disclose  her  marriage,  her 
father  died.  Elizabeth  and  her  husband  made  their  home  at 
Graeme  Park,  and  he  became  active  in  the  community. 
Fergusson  was  appointed  one  of  the  Directors  of  the  Union 
Library  Company  of  Hatborough  and  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
The  couple  soon  found  themselves  with  financial  problems 
and  put  Graeme  Park  up  for  sale,  without  results. 

The  American  Revolution  drastically  affected  the  lives 
of  Elizabeth  and  her  husband.  In  fact,  with  the  approaching 
signs  of  the  British-American  conflict  in  1775,  Henry  Hugh 
Fergusson  went  back  to  his  native  country.  In  1777 
Fergusson  returned  to  America  with  General  Howe's  army 
when  the  British  overtook  Philadelphia.  Fergusson  later 
became  the  Commissary  of  American  prisoners  for  the 
British.  Despite  her  husband's  alliance,  Elizabeth  seemed  to 
have  supported  the  American  Revolution  and  even  wove 
fabrics  for  Americans  taken  prisoner.  In  1777,  General 
Anthony  Wayne's  Brigade  encamped  at  Graeme  Park,  and 
Wayne  wrote  to  Elizabeth  on  September  14,  1777  from  a 
"Camp  near  the  Falls"  to  thank  her  for  her  hospitality  to  his 
troops. 


".  . . The  easy  politeness  with  which  I was 
received  and  treated  under  your  Hospitable 
roof,  I shall  always  remember  with  gratitude 
and  pleasure.  I am  much  obliged  by  your  kind 
inquiry  of  the  men,  I have  lost  some  Officers 
whose  friendship  was  dear  to  me  in  public  and 
private  life,  but  whose  glorious  death  is  rather 
to  be  envied  than  regreted.  Our  Right  wing  met 
with  a misfortune  - but  our  left,  where  more 
brave  fellows  fell  - gave  a timely  check  to  the 
right  wing  of  General  Howe's  Army  - who  save 
from  that  day's  action,  has  remained  in  the 
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ground  fully  employed  - taking  care  of  his 
wounded  and  burying  his  dead.  You  will  be  good 
enough  to  present  my  best  and  kindest  compli- 
ments to  Miss  Stedman,  Mrs.  Smith  and  Mr. 

Young  whose  good  opinion  I wish  to  merit  and 
believe  me  your  most  sincerely, 

Anthony  Wayne."  ^ 

Elizabeth's  loyalty  came  into  question  when  her  hus- 
band asked  her  to  deliver  a letter  from  Reverend  Jacob 
Duche  to  General  George  Washington.  The  letter  begged 
Washington  to  abandon  the  Revolution  and  to  seek  peace. 
It  is  not  clear  whether  Elizabeth  knew  the  contents  of  the 
letter  which  Washington  called  "a  ridiculous  and  illiberal 
performance".^  Elizabeth  also  found  herself  in  the  middle 
of  a conspiracy  in  the  British  attempt  to  bribe  American 
General  Joseph  Reed,  in  which  Elizabeth  was  accused  of 
being  an  intermediary.  To  make  matters  worse,  Elizabeth's 
nephew,  John  Young,  whom  she  had  helped  raise,  sided  with 
the  loyalists  and  joined  the  British.  Perhaps  Elizabeth's 
efforts  for  peace  were  in  hopes  of  shortening  the  War  and 
ending  the  long  separation  from  her  husband.  However, 
when  the  Continental  Army  reoccuppied  Philadelphia,  Henry 
Hugh  Fergusson  returned  to  England  and  Elizabeth  was  never 
reunited  with  her  husband  again. 

In  1778  the  American  Government  seized  Graeme  Park 
as  property  belonging  to  "traitor"  Henry  Hugh  Fergusson  and 
Elizabeth's  personal  property  was  sold  at  public  auction. 
She  was  allowed  to  keep  only  a few  of  her  heirlooms,  two 
rooms  of  furntiure,  kitchen  utensils  and  books.  (Several  of 
these  articles  were  passed  on  to  Samuel  Penrose  when  he 


^Elizabeth  Graeme  Fergusson,  "Letter  from  Anthony  Wayne," 
14  September  1777,  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania, 
Unpublished  Material  Case  14,  Box  16,  Philadelphia,  PA. 

^Elizabeth  Graeme  Fergusson,  'Letter  from  George  Washing- 
ton,"16  October  1777,  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania, 
Unpublished  Material  Case  14,  Box  16,  Philadelphia,  PA. 
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This  Fine  Queen  Anne 
carved  walnut  side  chair 
(Philadelphia,  circa  1 745) 
was  among  the  original 
furniture  in  the  18th 
century  Keith  House.  Six 
of  these  chairs  were 
passed  down  through  the 
Penrose  family. 


Photo  of  Graeme  Park  painting  once  owned  by 
William  Penrose  and  later  by  his  daughter,  Hannah 
Penrose  Hicks. 


5 


purchased  the  property  in  i8oi.^)  It  took  Elizabeth  three 
years  to  convince  Congress  of  her  right  to  the  estate  and 
afterwards  she  remained  at  Graeme  Park  with  her  friend 
Betsy  Stedman.  On  April  13,  1791,  Elizabeth  sold  Graeme 
Park  to  William  Smith.  Smith's  first  wife,  Anna,  who  died 
in  1780,  had  been  Elizabeth's  favorite  niece. ^ For  the 
remainder  of  her  life  Elizabeth  lived  at  the  home  of  Seneca 
Lukens  in  Horsham.  Elizabeth  Graeme  Fergusson  died  in 
February,  1801. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  what  happened  to  the  Keith 
estate  over  the  years  as  Keith's  original  1,700  plus  acres 
were  divided  and  sold.  Lady  Keith  sold  over  900  acres  from 
1727  to  1731  to  James  Nash,  Ludovic  Christian  Sprogel  and 
Richard  Shoemaker.  In  1740,  Dr.  Graeme  sold  70  plus  acres 
to  Benjamin  Armitage  and  Richard  Shoemaker.  Henry 
Fergusson  mortgaged  200  acres  of  Graeme  Park  land  to 
Governor  John  Penn  in  1775  in  order  to  raise  money  to 
return  to  England.  Penn  acquired  the  land  when  Fergusson 
forfeited  on  the  mortgage.  Elizabeth  also  sold  over  24  acres 
in  1791  to  John  Tomkins.  On  April  13,  1791,  she  sold  the 
remaining  555  acres  of  Graeme  Park  to  William  Smith.  Dr. 
Smith  continued  to  sell  off  parts  of  the  Graeme  estate  from 
1798  to  1802.  Buyers  included  Joseph  Paul,  Jabez  White, 
William  Jarrett,  Seneca  Lukens,  Jesse  Kirk,  Jonathan  Jar- 
rett,  Edward  Malone  and  Thomas  White. 3 In  April  of  1801, 
William  Smith  sold  204  plus  acres  of  the  Graeme  Park  estate 
which  included  the  Keith  House  to  Samuel  Penrose,  a 
Richland  Township  farmer. 


^Charles  Harper  Smith,  "Sidelights  on  the  History  of  Graeme 
Park,"  The  Bulletin  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Mont- 
gomery County,  Vol  IV  (Apri  I 1945). 

^Elizabeth  helped  raise  her  niece  and  nephew,  Anna  and 
John  Young,  after  her  sister,  Mary  Jane's,  death  in  1759. 
Anna  married  Dr.  William  Smith  of  Philadelphia  on  Novem- 
ber 30,  1775.  The  marriage  took  place  at  Graeme  Park. 
Anna  Smith  died  on  April  4,  1780. 

JCharles  Harper  Smith,  "Sidelights  on  the  History  of  Graeme 
Park,"  The  Bulletin  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Mont- 
gomery County,  Vol  IV  (April  1945). 
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The  Penrose  Coat  of  Arms 

Jennie  Davis  described  the  Coat  of  Arms:  "The  roses 
in  the  Penrose  coat  of  arms  were  probably  suggested 
by  a play  on  the  last  syllable  of  the  name.  Rose  was 
the  emblem  of  immortality,  the  fish  is  the  emblem  of 
chastity.  . .the  motto  is  - Ever  Faithful." 
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THE  PENROSES  AT  GRAEME  PARK 

Graeme  Park  is  an  historical  site  presently  adminis- 
tered by  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  and  Museum  Com- 
mission. The  site  is  well  known  for  its  i8th  century  history 
and  includes  a 1721-1722  mansion  known  as  the  Keith  House. 
During  the  19th  and  early  20th  centuries,  Graeme  Park  was 
owned  by  the  Penrose  family. 

This  booklet  traces  the  history  of  the  Penrose  family 
who  owned  and  farmed  Graeme  Park  from  1801  to  1920. 
Four  generations  of  Penroses— Samuel,  William,  Abel,  and 
Morris— not  only  made  Graeme  Park  into  a profitable  farm 
but  also  preserved  the  historic  Keith  House  during  their  119 
years  of  ownership. 

The  Keith  estate  was  one  of  the  best  known  country 
estates  in  the  Philadelphia  area  in  the  i8th  century.  Even 
today,  the  Keith  House  shows  signs  of  its  former  grandeur. 
The  nine-room  mansion  stands  three  stories  high  with  a 
hipped  roof  and  measures  60  feet  long  and  35  feet  wide. 
The  architecture  is  extraordinary,  combining  English,  Swe- 
dish and  local  Pennsylvania  ideas.  The  16-foot  high  interior 
woodwork  paneling  adorns  the  21-foot  wide  parlor,  marble 
and  delft  tiles  decorate  the  fireplaces,  and  the  stairs  and 
banisters  are  made  of  solid  oak.  Remodeled  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  i8th  century,  the  Keith  House  was  still  in  good 
condition  when  Samuel  Penrose  purchased  it  in  1801.  In 
fact,  William  Penrose  told  his  grandchildren  "that  when  he 
was  a young  man  he  could  come  in  as  late  as  he  pleased, 
without  being  heard,  for  there  was  no  squeak  in  the  Park 
house  stairs."^ 

The  Penroses  preserved  the  Keith  House  and  con- 
sidered it  "a  sacred  relic  of  antiquity  worthy  of  being 


^Jennie  M.  Davis,  "Penrose  Family  - Written  for  First 
Reunion,"  August  29,  1914,  In  possession  of  Mary  Twining 
Jones  Park,  Horsham,  PA. 
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preserved  and  handed  down  to  posterity"^  and  they  per- 
mitted many  interested  people  to  tour  the  Keith  House  and 
the  Park.  Abel's  wife,  Sarah,  and  daughter,  Hannah,  also 
wrote  articles  about  the  historic  Park. 

Samuel  and  his  family  lived  in  the  former  residence  of 
Sir  William  Keith  from  i8oi  until  probably  as  late  as  1821, 
when  he  sold  Graeme  Park  to  his  son  William.  The  next 
three  generations  of  Penroses,  William,  Abel  and  Morris  and 
their  families,  lived  in  an  1810  stone  house  adjacent  to 
Keith  Mansion.  (This  is  now  the  home  of  Mrs.  Welsh 
Strawbridge.)  The  Keith  House  continued  to  be  used  by  the 
Penroses  through  the  late  19th  century  as  a tenant  house. ^ 

America  went  through  drastic  changes  from  the  days 
of  Samuel  Penrose  to  those  of  Morris  Penrose.  From  the 
beginning  of  the  building  of  our  nation,  through  it's 
westward  expansion,  the  Civil  War,  the  Industrial  Revolution 
and  finally  World  War  1,  each  generation  of  Penroses  had  to 
deal  with  a rapidly  changing  world.  Farming  was  the  main 
occupation  in  the  19th  century  and  all  four  generations  of 
Penroses  farmed  Graeme  Park.  Although  farming  had  it's 
rewards,  the  American  farmer  worked  against  all  odds  to 
make  a living  from  the  land,  overcoming  floods,  windstorms, 
drought,  insects,  and  the  ever  changing  economy.  The 
Penrose  farmers  were  no  exception  for  they,  too,  had  to 
overcome  various  difficulties  in  order  to  make  Graeme  Park 
into  a profitable  farm.  Throughout  their  various  struggles, 
the  Penroses  understood  the  historical  significance  of 
Graeme  Park  and  diligently  preserved  it  for  future  genera- 
tions. 


^Reverend  D.  K.  Turner,  A Collection  of  Papers  Read 
Before  the  Bucks  County  Historical  Society,  Vol  II  (Reigels- 
villc,  PA:  B.  F.  Fackenthal,  Jr.,  1909),  Page  466. 

^Ibid 
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SAMUEL  PENROSE 


America  in  the  Days  of  Samuel  Penrose 

Samuel  Penrose,  born  in  Richland  Township  on  June  21, 
1748,  was  the  first  of  four  generations  of  Penroses  to  own 
and  farm  Graeme  Park.  When  Samuel  was  born,  America 
was  still  under  British  rule.  By  the  time  he  was  in  his  twen- 
ties, American  history  was  being  made  with  events  such  as 
the  Boston  Massacre,  the  Boston  Tea  Party,  and  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  and  names  such  as  Ben 
Franklin  and  George  Washington  were  known  throughout  the 
Colonies. 

On  October  9,  1777,  at  the  age  of  29,  Samuel  Penrose 
married  19-year-old  Sarah  Roberts.  Sarah,  born  in  June, 
1758,  was  the  daughter  of  Abel  and  Gainor  (Morris)  Roberts. 
Samuel  and  Sarah  had  ten  children:  Abel,  Gainor,  William, 
Everard,  Mary,  Benjamin,  Susanna,  Samuel,  Margaret  and 
Morris.  Four  of  their  ten  children  were  born  by  the  time 
George  Washington  was  inaugurated  as  first  President  of  the 
United  States  in  1789. 

Samuel  Penrose 

First  Generation  Penrose  at  Graeme  Park 


Samuel  Penrose  was  a farmer  in  Richland  until  1801 
when  he  purchased  the  Graeme  Park  property  from  Dr. 
William  Smith  and  his  second  wife,  Letitia.  Dr.  Smith's  first 
wife,  Anna,  was  the  niece  of  Elizabeth  Graeme  Ferguson. 
The  deed  dated  April  i,  1801,  described  the  seller  and  buyer 
as  "William  Smith  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia  in  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  physician,  and  Letitia,  his 
wife,  of  the  one  part,  and  Samuel  Penrose,  late  of  the 
Township  of  Richland  of  the  County  of  Bucks  and  Common- 
wealth aforesaid,  yoeman  of  the  other." ^ 

For  the  sum  of  $8,170,  Samuel's  purchase  consisted  of 


^William  Smith  to  Samuel  Penrose,  recorded  August  12, 
1801,  Montgomery  County,  Deed  Book  14,  Page  365,  366, 
367,  Norristown,  Pennsylvania. 


II 


FIRST  GENERATION  - SAMUEL  PENROSE 


Samuel  Penrose  b.  June  21,  1748  d.  February  2,  1835* 
m.  October  9,  1772  - Sarah  Roberts 
(b.  June  1758  d.  March  16,  1832*) 

Children  of  Samuel  and  Sarah  Penrose 


Abel 


Gainor 


b.  August  7,  1778  d.  December  7,  1824 
m.  April  i,  1802  - Kezia  Speakman  (ist) 

(d.  November  ii,  1803®) 
m.  May  i,  1805  - Abigail  Foulke  (2nd) 

(b.  1779S) 


No  children 


b.  March  14,  1780  d.  February  22,  1865 
m.  Richard  Jarrett  (d.  October  i,  1828*) 
8 children 


William**  b.  March  14,  1782  d.  November  20,  1863 
m.  1810  - Hannah  Jarrett 
(b.  October  i,  1783  d.  March  24,  185011) 

7 children 

**William  Penrose  - Second  generation  of  Penroses 
to  own  and  farm  Graeme  Park. 


Everard 

(Dr.) 

b.  October  7,  1784 
m.  Bridget  - 
3 children 

d. 

August  30,  1823 

Mary 

b.  May  ii,  1787 

d. 

September  19,  1795 
(at  the  age  of  8) 

Benjamin 

b.  September  16,  1791 
m.  Rachael  Fratt 

d. 

1879 

Susanna 

b.  August  21,  1793 

d. 

August  8,  1799 
(at  the  age  of  5) 

Samuel 

b.  August  10,  1796 

d. 

June  16,  1797 
(10  months  old) 

Margaret  b.  September  20,  1798 
No  further  information 


Morris  b.  June  15,  1801 

m.  Rebecca  A.  Mitchell 
3 children 


*Horsham  Meeting  Records,  Friends  Library,  Swarthmore 
College,  Swarthmore,  PA. 

§Richland  Township  Meeting  Records,  Friends  Library, 
Swarthmore  College,  Swarthmore,  PA. 

^^Horsham  Friends  Cemetery,  Easton  Road,  Horsham,  PA. 

Dates,  unless  otherwise  indicated,  are  from  published  sources. 
(See  bibliography.) 
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204  acres  of  land  and  the  1722  Keith  House. ^ After  his 
purchase,  Samuel  moved  his  family  from  Richland  to 
Horsham,  where  they  lived  in  the  former  residence  of  Sir 
William  Keith. 

Horsham  in  the  19th  century  consisted  of  three 
villages  - Horshamville,  Prospectville,  and  Davis  Grove.  In 
the  early  1800's,  Horsham,  with  a population  of  781,  had  two 
grist  mills,  three  saw  mills,  a p)ost  office  and  the  Friends 
Meeting  House,  among  other  establishments.^ 

In  1801  Samuel,  Sarah  and  children  William,  Everard, 
Benjamin  and  Margaret  were  granted  a certificate  by  the 
Richland  Monthly  Meeting  of  the  Society  of  Friends  to 
attend  the  Horsham  Meeting.  Samuel  was  active  in  the 
Meeting  and  was  appointed  one  of  the  Friends  School 
Trustees  on  December  10,  1801.  The  Horsham  Meeting 
House  still  exists  today  on  Easton  Road  in  Horsham,  and 
many  members  of  the  Penrose  family  are  buried  at  the 
Horsham  Friends  cemetery. 3 

Samuel  Penrose  greatly  improved  the  Graeme  Park 
estate,  but  not  without  difficulty.  According  to  Jennie 
Davis,  Samuel's  great-granddaughter,  "Samuel  Penrose  seems 
to  have  had  difficulties  getting  along,  but  his  wife  is  said  to 
have  been  very  ambitious  and  no  doubt  helped  him  as  much 
as  possible.  They  had  ten  children  and  no  doubt  could  these 
old  walls  speak,  they  could  tell  us  many  interesting  things  of 
their  life  in  the  historic  mansion. "4- 


^William  Smith  to  Samuel  Penrose,  recorded  August  12, 
1801,  Montgomery  County,  Deed  Book  14,  Page  365,  366, 
367,  Norristown,  Pennsylvania. 

Theodore  W.  Bean,  ed.,  History  of  Montgomery  County, 
(Philadelphia,  PA:  Everts  & Peck,  1 884). 

3Horsham  Meeting  Records,  Friends  Library,  Swarthmore 
College,  Swarthmore,  PA. 

4-Jennie  M.  Davis,  "Penrose  Family  - Written  for  First 
Reunion,"  August  29,  1914,  In  possession  of  Mary  Twining 
Jones  Park,  Horsham,  PA. 
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The  Penrose  Children 


Child  fatality  was  high  in  the  1800's  and  the  Penrose 
family  was  no  exception.  Samuel  and  Sarah  lost  three 
children,  Samuel  in  infancy  and  Mary  and  Susanna  during 
childhood. 

Abel  Penrose,  the  oldest  child,  born  in  Richland 
Township  on  August  7,  1778,  was  23  years  old  when  his 
father  purchased  Graeme  Park.  Abel  purchased  the  Pen- 
rose's 125-acre  Richland  farm  from  his  father  and  remained 
in  Richland  the  rest  of  his  life.^  In  1802,  he  married  Kezia 
Speakman,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Catherine  (Dennis)  Spe- 
akman.  Kezia  died  the  following  year.  In  1805  Abel  again 
married,  this  time  to  Abigail  Foulke,  daughter  of  Everard 
and  Ann  (DeHaven)  Foulke.  Abel  did  not  have  children  with 
either  marriage,  and  he  died  on  December  7,  1824,  at  the 
age  of  46  years. 

Samuel  and  Sarah's  second  child,  daughter  Gainor,  was 
born  in  Richland  on  March  14,  1780,  and  was  21  years  old 
when  she  moved  to  Graeme  Park  with  her  parents.  She 
later  married  Richard  Jarrett  of  Horsham,  who  was  the  son 
of  Jonathan  and  Hannah  (Mather)  Jarrett.  Richard  and 
Gainor  had  eight  children.  Their  first  child,  Hannah,  died  in 
infancy.  Their  other  seven  children  were  Hannah,  Samuel, 
Penrose,  Elizabeth,  Rebecca,  David  and  Morris.  Richard 
Jarrett  died  in  1828,  and  Gainor,  at  the  age  of  84,  died  on 
February  22,  1865. 

Samuel  and  Sarah's  third  child,  William,  was  born  in 
Richland  on  March  14,  1782,  and  was  19  when  he  moved  to 
Horsham  with  his  parents  in  1801.  In  1810  he  married 
Hannah  Jarrett,  daughter  of  William  and  Ann  (Lukens) 
Jarrett  of  Horsham.  In  1821  William  purchased  the  Graeme 
Park  property  from  his  father  and  became  the  second- 
generation  Penrose  to  own  and  farm  the  property.^  William 


^Samuel  & Sarah  Penrose  to  Abel  Penrose,  Recorded  April  21, 
1806,  Bucks  County  Deed  Book  36,  Page  109,  Doylestown,  PA. 

^Samuel  Penrose  to  William  Penrose,  recorded  September 
19,  1827,  Montgomery  County,  Deed  Book  43,  Page  277, 
278,  Norristown,  PA. 
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and  Hannah  had  seven  children:  Ann,  Samuel,  Jarrett,  Abel, 
Hannah,  William  and  Tacy.  (For  additional  information, 
please  see  William  Penrose  section.) 

Everard  Penrose,  fourth  child  of  Samuel  and  Sarah, 
was  born  on  October  7,  1784,  and  was  16  years  old  when  he 
moved  with  the  parents  to  their  new  home.  Everard  studied 
medicine  and  later  practiced  in  Hilltown  Township.  Dr. 
Everard  Penrose  and  his  wife,  Bridget,  had  three  children: 
Steadman,  William  and  Sarah.  Everard  died  on  August  30, 
1823,  at  the  age  of  38,  leaving  three  minor  children.  His 
son  Steadman  born  about  1807,  married  Mary  Strawn  and 
moved  to  Iowa,  which  was  a virtual  wilderness  in  the  early 
i8oo's.  Steadman's  son,  William,  was  the  first  child  of  the 
white  race  born  west  of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa.  In  1849  during 
the  gold  rush,  Steadman  went  to  California  and  died  there  of 
fever  during  an  epidemic.  His  son,  William,  became  a Union 
soldier  attached  to  Company  "D"  8th  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry 
during  the  Civil  War  and  was  killed  in  the  Battle  of  Shiloh 
on  April  6,  1862.^ 

Samuel  and  Sarah's  daughter  Mary  was  born  on  May 
II,  1787.  She  died  at  the  age  of  8 on  September  19,  1795. 

Benjamin  Penrose,  Sarah  and  Samuel's  sixth  child,  was 
born  on  September  16,  1791,  and  moved  to  Graeme  Park  with 
his  parents  at  the  age  of  10  years.  Benjamin  was  married 
to  Rachael  Fratt.  From  the  Horsham  tax  records  we  know 
that  Benjamin  remained  at  Graeme  Park  until  1816  when  a 
notation  next  to  his  name  says,  "gone  to  Bucks  County." 
According  to  this  record,  he  returned  temporarily  from 
1824-1827  and  was  taxed  $.28  a year  occupation  tax  as  a 
farmer.  Benjamin  died  in  1879  at  the  age  of  88  and  is 
buried  at  the  Horsham  Friends  Cemetery.^ 


^Clarence  V.  Roberts,  Early  Friends  Families  of  Upper  Bucks, 
(Phila.,  PA  1925).  George  E.  McCracken,  Ph.d.,  "Addenda 
& Corrigenda  to  Clarence  V.  Roberts'  Early  Friends...", 
(DesMoines,  Iowa,  Drake  University,  1952).  In  possession  of 
Spruance  Library,  Bucks  Historical  Society,  Doylestown,  PA. 

^Horsham  Tax  Records,  Historical  Society  of  Montgomery 
County,  Norristown,  PA;  Horsham  Meeting  Cemetery  Rec- 
ords, Friends  Library,  Swarthmore  College,  Swarthmore,  PA. 
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Samuel  and  Sarah's  next  two  children  died  at  young 
ages.  Susanna,  born  August  21,  1793,  died  on  August  8, 
1799,  at  the  age  of  5 years,  and  Samuel,  born  August  10, 
1796,  died  10  months  later  on  June  16,  1797. 

No  further  information  is  known  on  daughter  Margaret 
born  in  1798,  except  that  her  name  appeared  on  the 
Horsham  Meeting  certificate  when  the  family  was  admitted 
to  meeting  in  1801. 

When  the  Penroses  purchased  Graeme  Park  in  April 
1801,  Sarah  was  seven  months  pregnant.  Their  last  child, 
Morris,  who  was  born  at  Graeme  Park  on  June  15,  1801, 
became  a farmer  and  lived  in  Horsham  and  Warminster 
before  settling  in  Byberry,  Montgomery  County.  On  April  7, 
1831,  Morris  married  Rebecca  A.  Mitchell  in  a ceremony  at 
the  Horsham  Meeting.^  Rebecca  was  the  daughter  of  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Gove  Mitchell  of  Hatboro.  Morris  and  Rebecca  had 
three  children:  Harriet,  Pierson  and  William. 

Graeme  Park's  Heritage  Continues 

In  December  1820,  Samuel  Penrose  purchased  a farm 
in  Warminster  formerly  owned  by  William  Barnes.  It  is  not 
clear  whether  they  moved  there  at  that  time,  but  some  four 
months  later  on  April  24,  1821,  Samuel  sold  Graeme  Park  to 
his  son,  William. 2 

Sarah  Penrose  died  on  March  16,  1832,  at  the  age  of 
73,  and  Samuel  Penrose  died  three  years  later,  at  the  age  of 
87,  on  February  2,  1835.3 

^Horsham  Meeting  Records,  Friends  Library,  Swarthmore 
College,  Swarthmore,  PA. 

“^William  Barnes  Estate  to  Samuel  Penrose,  recorded  Decem- 
ber 18Z0,  Bucks  Cty.,  Deed  Book  48,  Page  178,  Doylestown, 
PA.;  Samuel  Penrose  to  William  Penrose,  recorded  1821, 
Montgomery  Cty.,  Deed  Book  43,  Page  277,  Norristown,  PA. 

JContrary  to  published  information,  Horsham  Meeting  Rec- 
ords indicate  Samuel  died  on  February  2,  1835,  and  not 
February  2,  1833.  Samuel  also  attended  the  wedding  of  his 
granddaughter,  Ann  J.  Penrose,  to  Abraham  Iredell  on  April 
4,  1833. 
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Nineteenth  century  shards  of  pottery  found  at 
Graeme  Park  near  the  Keith  House.  Group  includes 
stripped  ware  and  mocha  ware. 


Nineteenth  century  artifacts  found  at  Graeme  Park 
near  the  Keith  House.  Left  to  right:  bone  handle 
possibly  for  fork,  bone  toothbrush  handle,  iron  fork, 
circa  1800-1820. 
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WILLIAM  PENROSE 


America  in  the  Days  of  William  Penrose 

In  the  first  quarter  of  the  1800's,  America  doubled  in 
size  with  the  1803  Louisiana  Purchase.  The  following  year 
Thomas  Jefferson  sent  Lewis  and  Clark  off  to  explore  the 
territory  and  the  lands  to  the  Pacific.  In  1812  America  once 
again  found  itself  at  war  with  England  and  by  1846  the 
Spanish-American  War  had  begun,  ending  two  years  later. 
From  his  birth  in  1782  to  his  death  in  1863,  William  Penrose 
witnessed  these  events  plus  the  invention  of  the  steamboat 
in  1807  and  the  railroads  and  telegraph  system  in  the  1830's. 
The  Gold  Rush  in  California  in  1848  and  the  newly  acquired 
western  territories  were  attracting  prospectors  and  settlers 
by  the  thousands.  Even  the  discouraging  signs  of  the  Civil 
War  and  its  beginning  must  have  been  felt  by  William 
Penrose  and  his  family. 

William  Penrose, 

Second  Generation  Penrose  at  Graeme  Park 


William  Penrose  was  the  second  generation  of  Penroses 
to  own  and  farm  Graeme  Park.  He  was  born  in  Richland 
Township,  Pennsylvania  on  March  14,  1782,  but  moved  to 
Graeme  Park  with  his  parents  in  1801,  where  he  helped  his 
father  farm.  In  1810  the  Penroses  constructed  a new  stone 
house  which  may  have  been  built  for  William  and  his  new 
bride,  Hannah.^  William  improved  the  Penrose  stone  house 
over  the  years  by  building  two  additions,  the  last  in  1858. 
William's  bride,  Hannah  Jarrett,  was  the  daughter  of  William 
and  Ann  (Lukens)  Jarrett  of  Horsham.  William  and  Hannah 
had  seven  children:  Ann,  Jarrett,  Abel,  Samuel,  Hannah, 
William  and  Tacy. 

In  1821  William  purchased  the  204  acres  of  Graeme 
Park  land,  the  new  stone  house  built  in  1810,  and  the  Keith 


^According  to  the  present  owner  of  the  Penrose  stone  house, 
Mrs.  Strawbridge,  the  date  stone  said,  "Hannah  & William, 
1810." 


SECOND  GENERATION  - WILLIAM  PENROSE 


William  Penrose  b.  March  14,  1782  d.  November  20,  1863 
m.  1810  - Hannah  Jarrett 
(b.  October  1783  d.  March  24,  1850^^) 

Children  of  William  and  Hannah  Penrose 


Ann  J.  b.  September  25,  1811  d.  January  20,  1887 
m.  April  4,  1883*  - Abraham  Iredell 
(b.  September  25,  1811  d.  prior  to  1841^) 

4 children 

Samuel  b.  April  18,  1813  d.  February  24,  1848 

Unmarried  - killed  by  a fall  from  a log  wagon  . 


Jarrett  b.  April  i,  1815  d.  November  27,  1889 

m.  January  20,  1842  - Tacy  Kirk 
(b.  May  6,  1821  d.  April  13,  1915^0 
5 children 

Abel**  b.  May  3,  1817  d.  July  10,  1893 

m.  December  25,  1856  - Sarah  L.  Beisel 
(b.  April  3,  1836  ci.  July  24,  19081I) 

4 children 

**Abel  Penrose  - Third  generation  of  Penroses 
to  own  and  farm  Graeme  Park. 

Hannah  L.  b.  February  20,  1820  d.  August  23,  1894 
m.  June  4,  1857  - Isaac  W.  Hicks  (son  of 
famous  preacher/artist,  Edward  Hicks) 

3 children 

William  b.  March  26,  1822  d.  July  12,  1822 

(3  months  old) 

Tacy  S.  b.  October  14,  1823  d.  April  30,  1906 

m.  October  1847  - Morris  Davis  (d.  1887) 

5 children 


*Horsham  Meeting  Records,  Friends  Library,  Swarthmore 
College,  Swarthmore,  PA. 

§Mary  Paul  Hallowell  Hough,  A.M.  M.P.,  and  Anna  Hallowell 
Penrose,  The  Hallowell-Paul  Family  History  (Philadelphia: 
Henry  Ferris  Publisher,  1924). 

II Horsham  Friends  Cemetery,  Easton  Road,  Horsham,  PA. 
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1810  Stone  house  built  for  William  Penrose  and  his  bride  Hannah.  Back 
wing  additions  completed  by  1859.  Now  the  residence  of  Mrs.  Welsh 
Strawbridge. 
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House  from  his  father,  Samuel  Penrose,  for  $14,000.1 

In  a publication  of  biographical  sketches  of  leading 
citizens  of  the  area,  William  Penrose  was  described  as  "an 
energetic  and  successful  farmer."  Another  publication  said, 
"He  was  a prominent  member  and  regular  attendant  of  the 
Society  of  Friends;  politically  he  was  a Whig  early  in  life  but 
later  became  a Republican."  In  Bean’s  The  History  of 
Montgomery  County,  William  was  called  "one  of  the  sturdy, 
yeomanry  of  Horsham,  and  a man  of  solid  worth,  steady 
habits,  honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him."^ 

William  Penrose  was  certainly  an  ambitious  farmer  and 
good  manager,  but  success  did  not  come  easily.  Jennie  M. 
Davis,  William  Penrose's  granddaughter,  recalls  her  grand- 
father's early  struggle  to  make  Graeme  Park  a profitable 
farm.  In  a paper  written  for  the  1914  Penrose  Family 
reunion,  Jennie  describes  this  struggle.  "At  first  he  had 
much  to  discourage  him.  Although  he  worked  very  hard,  he 
found  he  was  not  making  much  headway.  He  became  so 
discouraged  that  he  about  decided  to  give  the  place  up." 
According  to  Jennie,  when  William  first  began  farming  he 
could  not  make  the  interest  on  the  farm  and  went  to  his 
father-in-law,  William  Jarrett,  for  advice  since  the  Jarretts 
had  money  in  Graeme  Park.  It  seems  that  William  Jarrett 
loaned  his  son-in-law  money  for  on  July  4,  1824,  William  and 
Hannah  Penrose  transferred  the  deed  for  Graeme  Park  to 
William  Jarrett  for  the  sum  of  $15,338.75.  This  deed 


^Samuel  Penrose  to  William  Penrose,  recorded  September 
19,  1827,  Montgomery  County,  Deed  Book  43,  Page  277, 
278,  Norristown,  PA. 

^Ellwood  Roberts,  ed..  Biographical  Annals  of  Montgomery 
County,  Vol  11.  (N  ew  York:  T.  S.  Benham  & Company, 
1 904);  Biographical  Sketches  of  Leading  Citizens  of  Bucks 
County,  Pennsylvania  (Buffalo,  New  York:  Biographical 
Publishing  Company,  1899),  Page  137;  Theodore  W.  Bean, 
ed..  History  of  Montgomery  County  (Philadelphia,  PA: 
Evert  St  Peck,  1 884). 
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transfer  was  quite  possibly  collateral  for  a loan.^ 

The  deed  transfer  was  probably  meant  to  be  a tem- 
porary one,  and  Penrose  continued  to  pay  the  taxes  for 
Graeme  Park.  However,  before  William  Penrose  could  repay 
his  father-in-law,  William  Jarrett  died  suddenly  in  1827. 
Jarrett's  death  occurred  on  the  way  to  the  Horsham  Meeting 
while  he  was  on  horseback.  The  riderless  horse  continued  on 
his  way  to  the  Meeting  shed.^ 

After  William  Jarrett's  will  was  probated,  the  part  of 
Jarrett's  estate  that  included  the  Graeme  Park  deed  was 
split  among  five  of  his  daughters:  Jane  (Jarrett)  Thomson, 
Mary  (Jarrett)  Hallowell,  Tacy  (Jarrett)  Stokes,  Alice  (Jar- 
rett) Lippincott,  and  Hannah  (Jarrett)  Penrose  (wife  of 
William  Penrose).  Ann,  the  sixth  daughter,  was  given  the 
Jarrett  home  and  146  acres  of  farm  land  subject  to  the 
maintenance  of  Jarrett's  son,  William.  Ann  also  received 
Jarrett's  12  shares  of  stock  in  the  Shoemakertown  and 
Willow  Grove  Turnpike.  William  Jarrett  appointed  his  five 
sons-in-law  executors  of  his  will. 3 

On  April  10,  1828,  Hannah  (Jarrett)  Penrose  paid  her 
four  sisters  a total  of  $16,500  to  transfer  the  Graeme  Park 
deed  back  into  the  Penrose  family  name. 4 


^Jennie  M.  Davis,  "Penrose  Family  - Written  for  First 
Reunion",  August  29,  1914,  In  possession  of  Mary  Twining 
Jones  Park,  Horsham,  PA;  William  Penrose  to  William 
Jarrett,  recorded  September  19,  1827,  Montgomery  County 
Deed  Book  43,  Page  279,  280,  281,  Norristown,  PA. 

^Horsham  Tax  Records  1824  - 1828,  Historical  Society  of 
Montgomery  County,  Norristown,  PA;  Mary  Paul  Hallowell 
Hough,  A.M.  M.P.  and  Anna  Hallowell  Penrose,  The 
Hallowell-Paul  Family  History  (Philadelphia:  Henry  Ferris 
Publisher,  1924). 

3Will  of  William  Jarrett,  Inventory  filed  September  19,  1827, 

The  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  Will  Book  6,  page 
439,  Philadelphia,  PA. 

^Israel  Hallowell  and  Others  to  Hannah  Penrose,  Recorded 
April  16,  1832,  Montgomery  County,  Deed  Book  48,  Pages 
76,  77,  78,  79,  Norristown,  PA. 
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William  Penrose  continued  his  long  and  hard  endeavor 
to  make  Graeme  Park  a profitable  farm.  His  hard  work 
eventually  paid  off  and  Graeme  Park  became  "a  rich  and 
productive  land,  one  of  the  most  valuable  farms  in  eastern 
Pennsylvania.  Over  the  years,  William  acquired  additional 
Horsham  acreage.  According  to  the  1850  census  records, 
William  Penrose's  real  estate  was  valued  at  $27,500,  one  of 
the  highest  assessments  in  Horsham  Township  in  that  year.^ 

William  Penrose  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  his 
workers.  At  harvest  time  the  same  men  would  walk  down 
from  Quakertown  year  after  year  to  cut  the  grass  and  grains 
of  Graeme  Park.  Many  of  these  men  named  their  children 
after  him.  In  her  memoirs  Jennie  Davis  recalled  her 
grandfather  William's  philosophy  - "To  be  well  born  was  not 
a cause  for  pride  but  for  thankfulness.  It  entailed  a great 
responsibility  for  one  should  live  up  to  his  heritage.  He 
believed  in  being  industrious,  telling  his  children  that  it  was 
better  to  throw  straws  against  the  wind  than  to  be  idle."^ 

William  shared  credit  for  his  success  with  his  wife 
Hannah.  Jennie  Davis  described  her  grandmother,  Hannah 
Penrose,  as  "the  prettiest  woman  to  come  to  the  Horsham 
Meeting.  She  had  great  self  control  and  in  her  quiet,  gentle 
way  usually  attained  her  wishes  and  always  enjoyed  the  full 
confidence  of  her  sons  as  well  as  her  daughters."  Hannah 
Jarrett  Penrose  was  educated  at  Westtown  Boarding  School. 
Since  she  was  deeply  interested  in  the  temperance  reform, 
her  husband  William  promised  not  to  have  liquor  in  the 
house.  3 


^Biographical  Sketches  of  Leading  Citizens  of  Bucks  County, 

Penna  (Buffalo,  New  York:  Biographical  Publishing  Com- 

pany, 1899),  Page  137;  Bulletin  of  the  Historical  Society  of 
Montgomery  County,  Vol.  XVI  (Norristown,  PA:  Historical 
Society  of  Montgomery  County,  1967-69). 

^Jennie  M.  Davis,  "Penrose  Family  - Written  for  First 
Reunion,"  August  Z9,  1914,  In  possession  of  Mary  Twining 
Jones  Park,  Horsham,  PA. 

3 Ibid 
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Map  of  Bucks  County,  circa  1850. 


Section  of  circa  1850  Bucks  County  map  showing 
notation  of  William  Penrose's  property. 
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The  Penrose  Children 


William  and  Hannah  Penrose  raised  six  children  at 
Graeme  Park;  one  son,  William,  died  in  infancy  in  1822. 
Two  of  their  daughters,  Tacy  Penrose  Davis  and  Hannah 
Penrose  Hicks,  spoke  often  to  Tacy's  daughter,  Jennie,  about 
growing  up  at  Graeme  Park.  Jennie  recalled  their  experi- 
ences in  her  memoirs.  "Plenty  of  work  to  do,  no  doubt,  but 
sweetened  by  the  merry  times  enjoyed  under  its  hospitable 
roof.  When  one  thinks  of  a sleighing  party  of  sixty  coming 
uninvited  and  unexpected  to  tea  and  welcome,  we  know  the 
larder  must  have  been  well  stocked. 

Ann  J.  Penrose,  William  and  Hannah's  first  child,  was 
born  on  September  25,  1811.  On  April  4,  1833,  she  married 
Abraham  Iredell,  son  of  John  and  Ann  Iredell,  in  a ceremony 
at  the  Horsham  Meeting.^  They  had  four  children:  Tacy  and 
William,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  John  and  Hannah. 
Abraham  Iredell  died  sometime  prior  to  December  1841.3 
After  her  husband's  death  Ann  and  her  two  surviving 
children  returned  to  live  with  her  father,  William,  at 
Graeme  Park.  Ann  J.  Penrose  died  on  January  20,  1887  at 
the  age  of  75.  The  1850  census  shows  the  following  living 
at  the  Park:  William  Penrose,  farmer,  age  68;  his  son,  Abel, 
farmer,  age  33;  daughter,  Hannah,  age  30;  daughter,  Ann 
Iredell,  age  38;  and  Ann's  children,  John  Iredell,  age  13,  and 
Hannah  Ann  Iredell,  age  10.  Also  recorded  on  the  1850 
census  was  laborer  Samuel  Montieth  and  Sarahann  Paxson, 
(B)  age  19.4  (Possibly  Paxson  was  a boarder.) 


^Jennie  M.  Davis,  "Penrose  Family  - Written  for  First 
Reunion,"  August  29,  1914,  In  possession  of  Mary  Twining 
Jones  Park,  Horsham,  PA. 

•n 

Horsham  Meeting  Records,  Friends  Library,  Swarthmore 
College,  Swarthmore,  PA. 

BContrary  to  published  information,  Abraham  Iredell  died 
prior  to  December  1841,  and  not  in  1867.  A deed 
transaction  made  the  11th  day  of  December  1841  clearly 
indicates  that  Abraham  Iredell  was  deceased  at  that  time. 
Montgomery  County  Deed  Book  24,  Page  587. 

4Bulletin  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Montgomery  County, 

Vol.  XVI  (Norristown,  PA:  Historical  Society  of  Montgomery 

County,  1967-69). 
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Ann  Penrose  Iredell 


Hannah  Iredell  Twinning 


Ann  Penrose  Iredell 
and 

Hannah  Iredell  Twinning 
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William  and  Hannah's  second  child,  Samuel,  born  on 
April  1 8,  1813,  was  killed  when  he  was  34  years  old  by  a fall 
from  a log  wagon  on  February  24,  1848.  Samuel  was  not 
married. 

Jarrett  Penrose,  born  April  i,  1815,  was  William  and 
Hannah's  third  child.  On  January  20,  1842,  Jarrett  married 
Tacy  Ann  Kirk,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Tabitha  Kirk  at  the 
home  of  her  mother  in  Abington.  Tacy  was  the  great- 
granddaughter  of  John  Kirk,  the  mason  who  built  the  Keith 
House  in  1721-1722.  Her  maternal  grandfather  was  Seneca 
Lukens,  Horsham  clockmaker  and  prominent  member  of  the 
Horsham  community.  It  was  to  the  Luken's  home  that 
Elizabeth  Graeme  Fergusson  moved  after  she  sold  Graeme 
Park.  Tacy's  uncle,  Isaiah,  also  a clockmaker,  crafted  the 
large  steeple  clock  on  Philadelphia's  Independence  Hall,  and 
previously  had  crafted  the  1812  clock  of  Hatboro's  Loller 
Academy.  Tacy  and  Jarrett  had  five  children:  Ellen  S., 
Elizabeth  H.,  Alfred  (who  died  in  infancy),  William  and 
Samuel.  (William  was  the  father  of  Joseph  Hallowell 
Penrose  to  whom  this  booklet  is  dedicated.)  In  1841,  Tacy 
and  Jarrett  purchased  a Horsham  farm  from  the  estate  of 
Jarrett's  brother-in-law  Abraham  Iredell.  Tacy's  wedding 
dress  was  passed  down  to  her  descendants,  and  in  1984,  Mrs. 
Dorris  Penrose  Spencer  donated  the  dress  to  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Historical  and  Museum  Commission  collection  at 
Graeme  Park. 

Abel  Penrose,  William  and  Hannah's  fourth  child,  born 
on  May  3,  1817,  became  the  third  generation  to  own  and 
farm  Graeme  Park.  He  married  Sarah  L.  Beisel,  daughter  of 
Daniel  and  Mary  M.  Beisel  of  Allentown,  Pennsylvania.  Abel 
and  Sarah  had  four  children:  Hannah,  Morris,  William  and 
Mary.  (For  additional  information,  please  see  Abel  Penrose 
section.) 

William  and  Hannah's  daughter,  Hannah  L.  Penrose, 
born  on  February  20,  1820,  was  37  years  old  when  she 
married  Isaac  Hicks  of  Newtown  on  June  4,  1857.  Their 
wedding  took  place  in  the  historic  Keith  Mansion  and  a 
description  of  the  wedding  appeared  in  the  Mount  Holly 
Herald.  (For  more  information  see  "A  Wedding  at  Graeme 
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Tacy  Kirk  Penrose  Jarrett  Penrose 
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Wedding  certificate  of  Jarrett  and  Tacy  Penrose, 
married  January  20,  1842. 
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Wedding  dress  of  Tacy  Kirk  Penrose 


30 


Park.")  Hannah  and  Isaac  had  four  children:  Sarah  W., 
Edmond  P.,  Tacy  Anna  (died  in  infancy)  and  William. 
Hannah  Penrose  Hicks  died  on  September  23,  1894,  at  the 
age  of  74. 

William  and  Hannah's  fifth  child,  William,  died  when 
he  was  only  three  months  old.  He  was  born  on  March  26, 
1822,  and  died  July  12,  1822. 

Tacy  S.  Penrose,  William  and  Hannah's  last  child,  was 
born  on  October  14,  1823.  She  married  Morris  Davis  of 
Horsham  in  October  of  1847  and  was  the  mother  of  five 
children:  Hannah,  Samuel,  Jennie,  William  and  Anna  Laura. 
Daughter  Jennie  Davis  wrote  the  1914  Penrose  reunion 
paper.  Tacy  died  at  the  age  of  82  on  April  30,  1906.  Morris 
died  December  8,  1887. 


An  1855  Visit  to  Graeme  Park 


Even  in  the  19th  century,  Graeme  Park  was  known  for 
its  historical  significance.  In  1855,  a small  party  from  a 
Philadelphia  historical  society  paid  a visit  to  the  historic 
Keith  House.  One  of  the  members  kept  a diary  of  the  day's 
events,  and  in  it  he  described  his  impression  of  Graeme 
Park. 


"We  left  Philadelphia  at  9:00  a.m.  ...  going  by 
the  New  North  Pennsylvania  Rail  Road,  26  miles 
as  far  as  Gwynedd  Meetinghouse  and  hence  some 
6 to  8 miles  by  stage  to  the  Park  place. ..we 
arrived  at  the  Park  at  about  noon.  We  found  it 
now  the  property  of  William  Penrose,  and  having 
about  180  acres,  which  with  all  improvements 
thereon  he  is  willing  to  sell  for  80  dollars  per 
acre  - He  had  made  himself  a new  stone  house  and 
barn  - These  are  somewhat  in  front  of  what  was 
the  Graeme  Mansion  - There  it  still  stands  as  an 
empty  disused  structure  save  that  one  room  is 
used  upstairs  by  a lone  half-witted  woman,  who 
gets  her  gratis  meals  at  Penrose's  kitchen. 
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"The  mansion  is  6o  feet  front  of  two  stories 
high  built  of  the  red  schale  stone  of  the  county, 
has  a door  and  5 windows  below,  6 windows  on 
the  2nd  story  and  4 dormer  windows  on  its  double 
pitched  roof  - At  about  100  yards  from  this  house 
in  front,  passes  what  is  called  Park  Creek  and 
over  which  we  walked  on  an  elevated  log  of  47 
feet  of  length,  as  its  bridge  - leading  into  the 
meadow;  then  next  to  clover  field;  and  next 
beyond,  to  the  woods,  which  is  understood  to  be 
the  former  place  of  the  Deer  Park,  and  having 
still  therein  the  former  road  for  driving  around. 

"Close  behind  the  mansion  is  a regular  fish 
pond  of  100  feet  square,  walls  fenced  all  around 
with  stone  walls  and  several  trees  - Therein  are 
Catfish,  eels,  and  more  - The  water  proceeds  from 
a spring  close  by  - and  near  there  our  whole 
company  made  themselves  a rustic  table  and  seats 
and  spread  out  their  banquet,  and  made  them- 
selves happy  and  merry  - descanting  at  intervals 
on  the  probability  of  things  as  they  may  have  been 
in  former  days.  It  is  something  to  think  that  they 
were  once  as  gay  as  us,  had  all  gone  down  to  the 
dust;  and  still  more,  that  we  eventually  have  to 
follow! 

"One  could  not  look  upon  the  mansion  so 
near  us  without  imagining  the  kinds  and  qualities 
of  the  elevated  society  which  may  have  once 
visited  there  - of  both  male  and  female  and 
considering  also  the  seeming  lengthened  journey- 
ings  and  rough  roads  by  which  they  come  - to 
think  too  of  the  kinds  of  pasttimes  in  which  they 
occupied  themselves  as  social  companions.  They 
had  never  dreamed  of  the  facilities  of  railroads  - 
of  steam  (power)  - of  telegraphic  wires  - they 
inclined  not  the  mind  to  inventions^they  thought 
not  even  of  Revolution  to  royalty." 


^John  F.  Watson,  "Visit  to  Graeme  Park,"  September  13, 
1855,  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  Am  3015,  Phila- 
delphia, PA 
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This  diary  is  interesting  because  it  gives  us  a glimpse 
of  what  Graeme  Park  looked  like  in  1855.  For  example,  we 
know  that  the  stone  pond  was  built  prior  to  that  year  and 
that  the  old  road  in  front  of  the  Keith  House  was  in  disuse. 
The  Keith  House  had  been  altered  by  1855  and  four  dormer 
windows  were  added  since  the  i8th  century.  The  Penrose 
barn  must  also  predate  1855  since  it  was  described  in  the 
diary. 


After  the  Penroses  moved  into  their  new  stone  house 
the  Keith  House  was  used  as  a tenant  house.  One  of  these 
tenant  families,  Joseph  Kirkbride  Craven  and  his  wife,  lived 
in  the  Keith  House  in  the  i88o's.  Joseph  was  a cabinet- 
maker, a carpenter  and  coffin  maker  by  trade.  Nine-year- 
old  William  Craven  lived  with  his  grandparents  at  Graeme 
Park  after  his  parents  separated  in  1883  until  he  returned  to 
live  with  his  mother  in  1886.  He  recounted  some  of  his 
experiences  of  living  in  the  Keith  House  to  his  daughter 
Carolyn  Craven  Clark  and  claimed  to  have  written  his  name 
on  the  wall  of  the  old  nursery  room.^ 

The  story  of  a "half-witted  woman"  living  in  the  house 
has  been  passed  down  through  the  family;  and  according  to 
a present-day  descendant,  she  was  remembered  by  the  name 
of  Polly  Corner.^  It  was  benevolent  of  the  Penroses  to  care 
for  this  woman,  for  she  was  surely  better  off  at  Graeme 
Park  than  in  a 19th  century  institution.  Many  Quakers 
during  this  time  supported  social  reforms  in  the  treatment 
of  Indians,  blacks,  prisoners  and  the  insane.  Quakers  could 
be  found  caring  for  wounded  in  war-ravaged  areas  and 
helping  where  needed  on  Indian  reservations  and  in  depressed 
cities.  The  Penroses,  as  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends, 
probably  supported  these  ideas  and  concepts  of  religious 
liberty,  racial  equality,  conscientious  objection,  civil  dis- 
obedience and  non-violence. 


^Interview  with  Carolyn  Clark,  Craven  descendant,  1984, 
Oral  History,  Graeme  Park  Collection. 

^The  story  of  an  "eccentric  old  woman  with  a hair  lip  who 
swore  a great  deal"  was  passed  down  through  Hannah 
Iredell  Twining,  who  had  grown  up  at  Graeme  Park,  to  her 
daughter,  Ida  (Twining)  Jones,  and  granddaughter,  Mary 
Twining  Jones  Park.  Interview  with  Mary  Park,  Penrose 
descendant,  Horsham,  PA,  May  6,  1984. 
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Fringed  Shaw  Quaker  Peddicoat  Underskirt 

Tabitha  Kirk  was  the  granddaughter  of  John  Kirk  the 
mason  who  built  the  Keith  House.  Tabitha's  daugh- 
ter, Tacy  Ann  Kirk,  married  Jarrett  Penrose. 
Tabitha's  Quaker  outfit  survives  today  and  is  pictured 
in  the  photographs  above. 
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A Wedding  at  Graeme  Park 


Graeme  Park  with  its  rolling  fields,  beautiful  scenic 
pond,  and  handsome  Keith  House  makes  a perfect  setting  for 
a wedding.  On  June  4,  1857,  Hannah  Penrose,  daughter  of 
William  and  Hannah,  married  Isaac  Hicks.  Isaac  was  the  son 
of  Edward  Hicks,  the  well-known  Quaker  preacher  and 
painter  who  died  a few  years  before  the  wedding.  The 
bride's  mother  also  did  not  live  to  see  her  daughter's 
wedding  for  Hannah  Jarrett  Penrose  died  in  1850.  About 
ninety  friends  and  relatives  from  Pennsylvania  and  as  far  off 
as  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Delaware  and  Maryland  attended. 

The  Mount  Holly  Herald  printed  a full  description  of 
the  wedding  which  took  place  inside  the  historic  Keith 
Mansion,  which  "still  showed  evidence  of  its  former  gran- 
deur and  of  departed  greatness."  The  reporter  described  the 
wedding:  ".  . .at  the  far  end  of  the  room  was  a sofa  occupied 
by  the  father  of  the  bride,  and  the  other  by  an  aunt.  . .now 
entered  the  parties  whose  future  destinies  so  much  depended 
up)on  this  day's  transaction  - she  (Hannah)  leaning  upon  his 
(Isaac)  arm.  Immediately  after  them  came  in  the  same 
manner,  five  young  men  and  so  many  young  women,  who  had 
been  selected  as  their  particular  friends  and  companions. 
The  occasion  was  solemn,  the  place  was  imposing  - and  the 
reminiscenses  which  were  awaken  of  such  a character  as 
impressed  the  writer  with  no  ordinary  emotion."  After  the 
ceremony,  the  wedding  certificate  was  witnessed  by  the 
guests  as  was  custom.  i 

The  groom's  father,  Edward  Hicks,  was  described  in 
the  article  as  "a  well  known  Preacher,  now  deceased. 
Edward  Hicks  was  also  a painter,  but  like  many  other  artists 


^C.  Stokes,  "For  the  Herald  - A Wedding  at  Graeme  Park," 
June  18,  1857,  Pennsylvania  Historical  Society,  unpublished 
manuscripts,  Philadelphia,  PA. 

^Ibid 
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Hannah  Penrose  Hicks 


Interior  of  the  Keith 
House  parlor  showing 
wainscot  paneling  and 
marble  fireplace.  This 
room  was  used  for 
the  wedding  of  Han- 
nah Penrose  and  Isaac 
Hicks  on  June  4,  1857. 
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his  work  did  not  receive  major  recognition  until  after  his 
death.  Best  known  for  his  Peaceable  Kingdom  work,  the 
Newtown  artist's  favorite  theme  was  Bible  illustrations 
complete  with  children  surrounded  by  friendly  beasts.  He 
painted  over  50  versions  of  his  Bible  theme  using  additional 
features  such  as  William  Penn's  treaty  with  the  Indians  and 
local  landscape  features  such  as  the  Delaware  Water  Gap. 
Edward  Hicks  died  in  1856. 

Graeme  Park's  Heritage  Continues 

William  Penrose  died  on  November  20,  1863,  at  the  age 
of  81.  Since  he  died  without  a will,  William's  estate  took 
over  two  years  to  settle  while  the  courts  reviewed  all  of  his 
inventories,  properties,  and  accounts  and  settled  any  dis- 
crepancies. On  December  17,  1863,  inventories  were  taken 
by  William  and  Samuel  Jarrett,  administrators  of  William 
Penrose's  estate.  The  inventory,  which  was  appraised  at 
over  $25,000,  included  household  items,  farm  implements, 
cattle  and  crops.  Included  in  the  household  furniture  were 
seven  bedsteads,  beds  and  bedding,  quilts,  linens,  carpets, 
looking  glasses,  washstands,  pitchers,  bureaus,  chests,  Wind- 
sor chairs,  sofa,  settee,  rocking  chairs,  dishes,  two  stoves 
and  clocks.  The  farming  inventory  included  such  items  as  a 
threshing  machine,  throwing  machine,  cherry  board  and 
sausage  chopper,  plows  and  wagons,  oxen,  hammers,  crow 
bars,  picks,  saws,  wheel  barrows,  lot  of  rye,  rye  straw,  hay, 
oats,  and  the  wheat  crop  in  the  ground.^ 

William  Penrose  had  stock  in  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad 
Company,  the  Farmers  Hay  and  Straw  Market  Association 
and  five  turnpike  companies  including  the  Doylestown  and 
Willow  Grove  turnpike,  the  Willow  Grove  and  Germantown 
turnpike  and  the  Buckingham  and  Doylestown  turnpike.  Also 
listed  in  the  inventory  was  rent  received  from  a home  he 
owned  in  Philadelphia.'^ 


^Inventory  and  Appraisement  of  the  Estate  of  William 
Penrose,  recorded  December  Z3,  1863,  Montgomery  County 
Orphans  Court  14.920,  page  726,  etc. 

^Ibid 
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Another  delay  in  settling  the  estate  was  caused  by  a 
disagreement  between  Morris  and  Tacy  (Penrose)  Davis  and 
:he  executors  of  the  estate  over  the  amount  that  the 
Mavises  owed  William  Penrose  in  outstanding  loans.  This 
natter  was  settled  on  December  7,  1864.^ 

Over  100  pages  of  documents  and  testimony  were 
^resented  to  the  court  in  order  to  settle  William  Penrose's 
estate  which  was  eventually  divided  among  his  five  surviving 
:hildren.  In  1865,  uf)on  settlement  of  the  estate,  Abel 
Penrose  purchased  Graeme  Park  from  his  three  sisters  and 
brother  and  became  the  third-generation  Penrose  to  own  and 
:arm  Graeme  Park. 


'^Inventory  and  Appraisement  of  the  Estate  of  William 
Penrose,  recorded  December  23,  1863,  Montgomery  County 
Orphans  Court  14.920,  page  726,  etc. 
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ABEL  PENROSE 


America  in  the  Days  of  Abel  Penrose 

The  years  after  the  Civil  War  saw  a drastic  change  in 
American  society  brought  on  by  the  Industrial  Revolution. 
In  the  early  19th  century,  the  majority  of  people  lived  on 
farms  and  villages,  but  after  the  war  many  crowded  to  the 
cities  in  order  to  seek  jobs  created  by  industrialization.  The 
combination  of  steam  power,  mass  production,  the  expanded 
railroad  system,  and  new  inventions  made  Eastern  cities 
boom.  In  direct  contrast,  the  West  was  still  developing  and, 
between  1866  and  1891,  over  a thousand  battles  were  fought 
between  the  U.  S.  Army  and  the  western  Indians.  These 
campaigns  included  the  Battle  of  Little  Big  Horn  in  1876  and 
Wounded  Knee  in  1890. 

Farm  inventions  revolutionized  agriculture.  For  ex- 
ample, a bushel  of  wheat  that  took  three  hours  to  harvest 
and  thresh  by  hand  took  only  four  minutes  with  the  new 
combine  machine.  But  despite  these  new  labor  saving 
inventions,  the  mid-1870's  to  mid-1890's  were  a time  of 
world-wide  depression  for  farmers.  New  inventions  were  not 
only  expensive  but  led  to  over-production  and  a drastic  drop 
in  farm  prices.  Abel  Penrose  and  his  family  must  have 
experienced  these  tremendous  changes  in  American  life 
during  his  ownership  of  Graeme  Park. 

Abel  Penrose, 

Third  Generation  Penrose  at  Graeme  Park 


After  William  Penrose's  death  in  1863,  his  estate  was 
divided  among  his  children,  Ann  (Penrose)  Iredell,  Jarrett 
Penrose,  Abel  Penrose,  Hannah  (Penrose)  Hicks  and  Tacy 
(Penrose)  Davis.  On  April  17,  1865,  Abel  purchased  the 
Graeme  Park  deed  from  his  sisters  and  brother  for  the  sum 
of  $21,867.50.^ 


lAnn  Iredell,  et  al,  to  Abel  Penrose,  recorded  April  29, 
1865,  Montgomery  County,  Deed  Book  137,  page  505. 
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THIRD  GENERATION  - ABEL  PENROSE 


Abel  Penrose  b.  May  3,  1817  d.  July  10,  1893 

m.  December  25,  1856  - Sarah  Beisel 
(b.  April  3,  1836  d.  July  24,  1908) 

Children  of  Abel  and  Sarah 

Hannah  J.  b.  June  30,  1858 

m.  November  16,  1882  - Dr.  A.  D.  Markley 
2 children 

Morris  B.* *  b.  March  14,  i860  d.  September  3,  1944^ 
Unmarried 

*Morris  B.  Penrose  - Fourth  generation  of  Pen- 
roses  to  farm  Graeme  Park. 

William  b.  May  12,  1870  d.  1933^ 

m.  Florence  Berrell  Simons 
(b.  1875  d.  1931) 

Mary  M.  b.  July  31,  1877  d.  1953^ 

m.  April  16,  1913  - William  Carothers 
(b.  1854  d.  1915S) 


§Horshar 


Friends  Cemetery, 


Easton  Road,  Horsham,  PA 
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Abel  Penrose 


/ 

4. 

, r 

' y' 

0 ■/ 

One  of  the  many  letters  written  between  cousins 
Hannah  Penrose  Markley,  Sarah  Hicks  and  Jennie 
Davis. 
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Abel  was  the  third  generation  Penrose  to  own  and  farm 
Iraeme  Park,  which  was  considered  to  be  one  of  the  best 
arms  in  the  area.  By  the  late  19th  century  Horsham 
oasted  the  addition  of  one  hotel,  three  general  stores,  two 
censed  dealers  in  flour  and  feed,  and  three  public  schools 
^hich  educated  more  than  100  students.  Horsham's  popu- 
ition  had  grown  to  approximately  1,300.  ^ 

On  December  25,  1856,  at  the  age  of  39,  Abel  married 
o-year  old  Sarah  C.  Beisel,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Mary  M. 
ieisel  of  Allentown,  Pennsylvania.  Sarah's  father  was  a 
rominent  farmer  in  Lehigh  County  and  a member  of  the 
Reformed  Church.  It  is  possible  that,  after  her  marriage, 
arah  became  a member  of  the  Society  of  Friends  for  she  is 
uried  at  the  Horsham  Friends  cemetery.  Abel  and  Sarah 
ad  four  children:  Hannah  J.,  Morris  B.,  William,  and  Mary. 

Abel  was  described  in  The  History  of  Montgomery 
"ounty  as  "one  of  the  progressive  farmers  of  the  perioJ, 
onored  and  respected  by  those  who  knew  him."  He  was  a 
evoted  and  hard  working  farmer,  but  his  experiences  did 
ot  stop  in  Horsham.  Abel's  horizons  went  beyond  the 
ownship.  He  traveled  to  different  parts  of  America  and 
isited  Europe  on  two  occasions.  In  1844,  Abel  Penrose 
pent  eight  months  in  England,  Wales,  Ireland  and  Scotland. 
Mr.  Penrose,  unlike  many  farmers  in  our  country,  attended 
ot  only  to  the  routine  duties  of  the  farm  but  has  found 
ime  to  devote  to  seeking  a knowledge  of  public  men  of  all 
ations,  and  a personal  inspection  of  not  only  his  own 
ountry,  but  portions  of  Europe  as  well. "3 


Theodore  W.  Bean,  ed..  History  of  Montgomery  County, 
(Philadelphia,  PA:  Everts  & Peck,  1884). 

Horsham  Meeting  Records,  Friends  Library,  Swarthmore 
College,  Swarthmore,  PA. 

Theodore  W.  Bean,  ed..  History  of  Montgomery  County, 
(Philadelphia,  PA:  Everts  & Peck,  1 884). 
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Perhaps  Abel's  European  experiences  helped  him  to 
understand  the  historical  significance  of  Graeme  Park  and 
the  Keith  House,  for  "Abel  Penrose  took  pains  to  preserve 
the  old  mansion  though  he  lived  in  another  house  on  the 
estate."  Abel's  wife,  Sarah,  also  realized  the  Park's 
historical  significance  and  investigated  the  history  of  the 
Keith  House.  Sarah's  "research"  was  published  in  Bean's 
History  of  Montgomery  County  in  1884.^ 

Abel  and  Sarah  welcomed  visitors  to  Graeme  Park, 
where  they  displayed  mementoes  of  the  former  Keith  and 
Graeme  estates  and  gave  tours  of  the  historic  Keith  House. 
In  1885  Reverend  S.  F.  Hotchkin  visited  Graeme  Park  and 
wrote  an  account  of  his  tour  which  was  later  published  by 
the  Doylestown  Democrat. 

"In  the  beautifully  undulating  country  which 
abounds  in  eastern  Pennsylvania  in  the  Township 
of  Horsham,  on  the  county  line  road,  about  three 
miles  above  Hatboro,  lies  Graeme  Park,  the 
ancient  residence  of  Lieutenant  Governor  Keith. 

As  I rode  by  the  antique  mansion  house  with  a 
friend,  on  a dull  cloudy  day,  it  seemed  to  be 
mourning  its  former  grandeur,  and  having  been 
deprived  of  the  outbuildings  which  formerly  sur- 
rounded it,  it  naturally  feels  a little  lonesome. 

Still  the  property  has  fallen  into  good  hands,  and 
Mr.  Abel  Penrose,  to  whom  it  has  descended 
through  his  father,  has  placed  a new  roof  on  the 
building  and  kept  it  in  fair  repair,  so  that  this 
historical  spirit  has  preserved  one  of  the  most 
interesting  relics  in  this  section  of  country. 

"We  are  pleasantly  welcomed  at  the  modern 
farm  house  near  by,  and  Mrs.  Penrose  kindly  and 
cheerfully  displays  the  mementoes  of  former  days. 

Here  is  a fine  oil  painting  of  Mrs.  Fergusson. . .the 


IThe  Picket  Post,  (Valley  Forge,  PA:  Valley  Forge  Historical 
Society,  July  1957).  Theodore  W.  Bean,  ed..  History  of 
Montgomery  County,  (Philadelphia,  PA:  Everts  &;  Peck, 
18:84)7 


43 


bunch  of  keys  which  guarded  the  stores  of  the  old 
mansion.  . .an  old  high-backed  chair,  having 
formerly  contained  a cushion  embroidered  by  Mrs. 
Fergusson.  . .the  bill  of  transfer,  filled  with 
special  items,  which  marks  the  passage  of  the 
property  from  the  hands  of  Governor  Keith.  . . 
Governor  Keith's  coat  of  arms  on  a large  iron 
plate.  . . 

"We  now  proceed  from  the  farm  house  to  the 
old  mansion,  with  its  hipped  roof,  which  is  close  at 
hand.  The  fishpond  is  passed  where  Lady  Fergus- 
son used  to  feed  the  finny  tribe.  The  fine 
chimneys  of  the  house  are  worthy  of  notice,  and 
they  have  been  kept  in  repair.  The  long,  narrow 
windows  of  the  reddish  stone  building  have  an 
ancient  look.  Do  they  long  after  the  beautiful 
faces  who  gazed  out  of  them  in  the  days  long  ago? 
The  approach  at  present  is  to  the  rear  of  the 
building.  As  the  remains  of  one  side  of  the  jail* 
wall  are  visible  from  the  house  let  us  hurry  in  lest 
we  fall  into  danger.  As  the  aged  lady  who  now 
occupies  the  mansion  kindly  permits  us  to  wander 
over  it,  guided  by  Mrs.  Penrose  we  meet  with 
many  wonders.  The  very  high  ceilings  astonish 
one.  The  fine  parlor  is  wainscoted  with  pine  to 
the  very  ceiling,  while  an  ornamental  wooden 
cornice  surmounts  the  wainscoting.  The  carpen- 
ters of  today  might  admire  this  woodwork.  The 
parlor  floor  is  the  same  that  was  first  laid.  Some 
ornamental  bits  of  woodwork  have  been  torn  away 
by  curiosity  hunters,  who  have  also  carried  off  the 
tiles  from  an  old  chimney  place.  There  are  inside 
paneled  shutters  of  wood.  There  is  a noble  old 
fireplace  in  the  parlor,  encased  with  marble,  and 
there  are  fireplaces  in  the  second  story.  The 
hearths  of  the  fireplaces  are  composed  of  surface 


"'The  remains  of  a building  fitting  this  description  were  found 
during  an  archaeological  excavation  in  June  1984.  As  work 
was  limited  in  scope,  no  further  information  is  known  at  this 
time. 
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bricks.  The  balustrades  of  the  stairs  are  com- 
posed of  fine  strong  woodwork,  and  do  not  seem  to 
feel  the  hand  of  time.  Indeed,  the  whole  building 
hardly  indicates  that  the  contract  for  its  con- 
struction was  given  in  A.D.  1721.  Eighteen  panes 
of  glass  adorn  the  lower  windows,  while  the  upper 
ones  boast  of  twenty-one  panes  each.  The  fine 
chamber  above  the  parlor  is  said  to  have  had 
tapestry  hung  on  its  walls  in  olden  time.  A bit  of 
broken  wall  in  the  attic  roof  discloses  thick 
mortar  and  laths  which  were  split  with  an  axe. 
Having  glanced  through  the  trap-door  on  the  roof, 
and  descended  to  look  at  the  dining  room,  we  step 
out  of  the  front  door  over  the  fine  old  stones 
which  form  the  steps,  and  observe  the  quaint 
bull's  eye  panes  over  the  door.  A little  grand- 
daughter of  the  Penrose  family  presents  some 
daffodils  she  has  kindly  plucked,  and  the  historic 
mansion  is  left."^ 


The  Penrose  Children 


Abel  and  Sarah's  four  children  must  have  witnessed  the 
wonderment  of  new  inventions  as  well  as  the  problems  of 
industrialization.  They  saw  America  changing  from  a simple 
rural  setting  into  an  industrial  nation. 

Abel  and  Sarah'  oldest  child,  Hannah  J.,  was  born  on 
June  30,  1858.  Hannah's  frequent  correspondence  with  her 
cousin,  Sarah  Hicks,  gives  insight  into  life  in  the  last  quarter 
of  the  19th  century.  (See  the  Penrose  Letters)  On 
November  16,  1882,  Hannah  married  Dr.  Athur  Donaldson 
Markley  of  Hatboro  at  the  Lafayette  Hotel  in  Philadelphia. 
They  had  two  children:  Penrose  and  Anna  B. 


^"Sir  William  Keith”,  The  Doylestown  Democrat,  July  20, 
1905,  (Written  by  the  Rev.  S.  F.  Hotchkin  in  1885.),  Bucks 
County  Historical  Society,  Spruance  Library,  Newspaper 
Clipping  File. 
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Abel  and  Sarah's  second  child,  Morris,  was  born  on 
larch  14,  i860.  Morris  became  the  fourth  and  last 
eneration  of  Penroses  to  farm  Graeme  Park.  (See  Morris 
enrose  section  for  additional  information.) 

William,  Abel  and  Sarah's  third  child,  was  born  on  May 
2,  1870.  On  April  21,  1897,  he  married  Florence  Berrell 
immons,  daughter  of  John  Henry  and  Lois  Adelaide 
immons.  William  and  Florence  resided  in  Horsham, 
ennsylvania,  with  their  three  children,  Berrell,  William 
vho  died  in  childhood),  and  Samuel.  William  died  in  1933. 

Abel  was  60  years  old  when  his  wife,  Sarah,  gave  birth 
D their  last  child,  Mary,  born  on  July  31,  1877.  Mary 
larried  William  Carothers,  23  years  her  senior,  on  April  16, 
913.  After  she  was  widowed,  only  two  years  later  in  1915, 
lary  returned  to  Graeme  Park  to  live  with  her  brother, 
lorris.  Mary  died  in  1953  at  the  age  of  76. 

The  Penrose  Letters 


Communication  in  the  19th  century  was  limited  to 
isits,  telegraphs,  and  letters.  Abel's  daughter,  Hannah, 
^rote  often  to  her  cousin,  Sarah  Hicks,  in  Newtown.  Sarah's 
lother,  Hannah  (Penrose)  Hicks,  was  born  and  raised  at 
Jraeme  Park  and  was  married  in  the  Keith  House  in  1857. 
'ousin  Jennie  Davis,  who  would  later  write  the  1914  Penrose 
Reunion  Paper,  also  corresponded  with  Sarah  Hicks. 

Written  from  1881  to  1900,  these  letters  help  us 
omprehend  and  appreciate  life  in  the  late  19th  century.^ 
'hey  describe  family  outings  to  the  circus,  the  1876 
>ntennial  Celebration,  art  exhibits,  and  lectures  on  various 
ubjects  from  religion  to  travel  documentaries  on  Europe 
nd  Alaska.  Visits  to  family  and  friends  were  made  very 
requently  by  the  Penroses.  The  letters  not  only  portray 


Penrose  Letters,  1881-1900,  Graeme  Park  Collection. 
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everyday  life  in  the  19th  century,  sharing  happy  and  sad 
times,  but  also  bring  alive  the  personalities  of  the  Penrose 
family  and  friends. 

The  letters  depict  Morris  as  a mischievous  16  year  old, 
doodling  on  his  sister's  letters.  . . "these  lead  pencil  marks 
on  this  is  where  Morris  put  marks  on  said  he  was  going  to 
cross  the  t's,  he  is  up  to  all  kinds  of  mischief."  (Letter  from 
Hannah  Penrose  October  19,  1876.)  The  letters  also  portray 
Hannah  as  a typical  17-year-old  visiting  friends,  skating,  and 
playing  with  her  dog,  later  as  a young  bride  in  1882,  and 
finally  as  a mother.  Jennie  Davis  describes  Hannah's  first 
child,  Penrose  Markley,  born  on  November  23,  1883,  in  a 
letter  written  on  April  22,  1884.  "...1  fell  in  love  with 
Hannah's  baby,  he  is  just  as  sweet  as  can  be  and  pretty  as 
a picture." 

Hannah  and  Jennie  not  only  display  a sense  of  humor 
throughout  their  correspondence,  but  also  a deep  concern  for 
their  family  and  friends.  They  spoke  often  of  the  failing 
health  of  Abel  Penrose,  Tacy  Penrose  Davis  and  Hannah 
Penrose  Hicks.  The  following  are  just  a few  samples  of 
their  correspondence. 


Graeme  Park,  11,27/1875 


Dear  Coz  Sallie: 

Don't  know  whether  1 will  be  able  to  write 
a letter  or  not  for  1 have  been  nearly  asleep  - 
1 am  sleepy  yet  - but  1 think  1 will  write  to 
thee  maybe  it  will  wakin  me  up.  Mamma  and 
1 were  in  the  city  yesterday.  It  was  very 
rainy— we  did  not  think  it  would  rain  like  it  did 
when  we  started  - we  had  to  start  before 
daylight  to  go  in  the  first  train,  it  is  very 
disagreeable  to  be  out  when  it  rains— but  we 
did  all  of  our  shopping  pretty  much  at  one 
place,  that  was  the  principal  things— I got  a 
new  coat— come  down  and  1 will  show  it  to 
thee,  have  you  done  your  winter  shopping  yet? 
This  evening  Ida  Comly  has  a party  - 1 seen  her 
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last  evening  and  she  invited  to  come  - but  I 
hadn't  any  way  so  of  course  I have  a good 
excuse,  don't  thee  think  so  - Will  Hallowells 
wedding  is  to  be  on  the  23rd.  Ain't  it  cold 
weather  though  such  a change  - and  a sudden 
one  too.  Pap  was  in  town  with  hay  on  3rd  day 
— and  coming  up  he  got  very  cold  - he  was  not 
very  well  either.  He  sprained  his  knee  some 
time  ago  he  stepped  off  of  the  porch  and  went 
down  full  force  - and  I guess  broke  something. 
It  did  not  hurt  him  much  at  the  time  but  is 
very  painful  now.  I was  out  sledding  this 
morning  - it's  lots  of  fun  but  my  "little"  dog 
"Lim"  bothered  me  so  - he  would  catch  me  by 
the  feet  and  try  his  best  to  pull  me  down  I am 
going  to  put  on  my  skates  after  I get  done  and 
try  it  - but  1 am  almost  afraid  for  the  last 
time  I went  skating  I fell  down  and  hurt  myself 
real  badly  - We  have  been  looking  for  you  down 
this  long  time  we  Horsham  friends  do  not  know 
what  we  have  done  to  you  - you  do  not  return 
our  visits.  We  are  going  to  butcher  next 
week...  Emily  Item  "dressmaker"  is  coming  2nd 
day  a week  ...My  paper  is  about  even  full  so  I 
will  close  for  this  time  - as  I must  go  and 
skate  - necessary  business  - fair  thee  well  thee 
true  and  loving  coz 


H.  J.  Penrose 

(The  following  letter  describes  the  Centennial  Celebration 
which  commerated  America's  looth  birthday.  It  opened  on 
May  10,  1876,  at  Philadelphia's  Fairmount  Park.  The 
Centennial  exhibited  an  incredible  number  of  ingenious 
inventions  and  eight  million  people  paid  fifty  cents  to  see 
such  spectacular  innovations  as  Alexander  Graham  Bell's 
telephone.  This  letter  also  helps  us  understand  how  fragile 
life  was  in  the  19th  century  without  today's  medical 
advances.) 
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Horsham  loth  19th  1876 


Dear  Cousin 

...I  heard  thee  was  going  to  Centennial 
yesterday  - did  thee  go.  can  thee  guess  how  I 
hear  it?  if  thee  was  there,  1 can  imagine  how 
thee  feels  today.  Just  think  it  will  soon  be 
closed  - does  thee  feel  as  though  thee  had  seen 
all  thee  wanted  to.  I have  been  in  all  the 
building  - except  some  of  the  state  buildings  but 
1 do  not  feel  as  though  I had  seen  the  half  of  it 
yet.  has  thee  anything  to  remember  the 
Centennial?  I can't  get  anything  1 want.  That 
is  1 would  like  to  have  some  of  those  things  that 
costs  thousands  of  dollars,  for  some  of  them 
are  so  handsome.  I have  some  things  out  of  the 
glass  building  I was  there  2nd  day  - and  1 tell 
thee  it  just  felt  comfortable  - it  was  so  nice 
and  warm.  I would  not  like  to  go  there  in  warm 
weather  for  the  heat  is  so  intensive  1 think  its 
real  interesting  - but  it  was  pretty  well  crowded 
so  that  we  hadent  a good  chance  to  see  the 
things.  Its  after  tea  now  and  our  folks  have 
gone  out  to  spend  the  evening  - rather  old  folks 
to  go  out  in  the  evening  don't  thee  thinir~so?.... 
colds  seem  to  be  the  pre-vailing  fashion,  nearly 
everyone  you  meet  with  have  a cold.  Diptheria 
is  so  bad  did  you  hear  of  Charles  Conards 
burying  three  children  within  two  weeks,  the 
two  youngest  and  one  about  20.  She  was  a 
school  mate  of  mine  - was  teaching  at  "Hatboro 
Academy"  only  sick  five  days,  there  were  10  in 
family,  and  1 believe  all  the  rest  are  sick,  but 
some  of  them  are  getting  better  now.  I was  not 
at  the  funeral  our  folks  were  though.  They 
thought  1 had  better  not  go  as  I am  a little 
timid,  I did  want  to  go  real  badly  - two  hurried 
the  same  day. ..Has  thee  been  all  through  the 
"Art  galary"  I have  not,  I don't  go  in  there,  for 
I cannot  do  justice  to  it  especially  when  there  is 
such  a crowd....  1 remain  they  true  cousin, 

Hannah  J.  Penrose 
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(Hannah's  sense  of  humor  is  prevalent  in  the  next  letter  as 
she  describes  a pending  visit  to  the  dentist  and  teases  her 
cousin  about  school.) 


Home  II. 19. 1876 


Dear  Cousin. 

Received  thy  letter  last  fifth  day  and 
ought  I to  have  answered  it  sooner?  1 thought 
I would  see  thy  mother  yesterday  and  then  1 
would  write  afterwards,  I was  to  go  up  to 
Davis's.  . .Mamma  went  to  Allentown,  she 
expects  to  return  tomorrow.  I am  afraid  she  is 
having  a rather  dull  time.  Lou  Jones  always 
stays  with  me  when  Ma  goes  away  but  I did  not 
ask  her  too  this  time  for  I did  not  know  she  was 
going  until  the  day  before,  she  concluded  to  go. 
I don't  mind  being  housekeeper  for  I have  a very 
good  girl.  I don't  have  anything  to  do  in  the 
kitchen,  "but  give  my  orders  ahim"  ....We  expect 
to  butcher  next  third  day.  I do  wish  1 could  get 
out  of  it  I do  despise  it.  but  then  the  things  are 
good  after  you  get  it  done. ..Uncle  Jarrett  and 
Aunt  Tacy  came  here  about  a half  hour  after 
you  left...  I guess  the  dentist  will  be  glad  when 
he  gets  my  teeth  done  I do  dread  to  come  for 
I feel  sure  every  one  of  my  teeth  will  have  to 
filled  for  they  have  holes  in.  I know  I can  never 
stand  it,  it  makes  me  nervous  to  think  of  it... 
Did  you  see  the  fire  6th  day  evening  it  was  the 
"tailor  Hotel"  at  the  Centennial,  we  seen  it  as 
plain  as  could  be  seen,  don't  it  frighten  thee  to 
see  a fire  it  does  me.  Willie  wants  to  know 
every  once  in  a while  how  many  days  will  it  be 
now  til  Mamma  gets  home.  How  does  thee  like 
school  by  this  time?  Is  Lucy  and  thee  in  the 
same  class.  1 suppose  thee  is  so  far  advanced 
the  principle  had  to  get  in  a new  supply  of 
books,  or  was  thee  mischievous  and  had  to  be 
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sent  home. ...Did  thee  write  thy  name  in  the 
state  buildings  at  Centennial.  1 did  mine  in  all 
I could  - 1 guess  thee  will  know  my  name. 

Hannah 

(In  the  following  letter,  Hannah  speaks  of  her  lo-month-old 
baby  sister  Mary  and  her  8-year -old  brother  Willie.  Mary 
Hallowell  mentioned  in  this  letter  became  a doctor,  which  was 
extremely  uncommon  for  a woman  in  the  19th  century.  Mary 
Paul  Hallowell  Hough  and  Anna  Hallowell  Penrose  would  later 
write  the  Hallowell-Paul  Family  History.  Anna  was  the 
mother  of  Joseph  Penrose  to  whom  this  booklet  is  dedicated.) 

Graeme  Park  6.11.1878 


Dear  Cousin 

...the  baby  is  sick  today.  real  miserable  all 
night,  she  is  teething,  and  several  coming  at  one 
time  makes  it  pretty  severe.  I know  they  are 
painful,  I am  cutting  a wisdom  tooth  - been 
coming  for  some  months,  just  through  -...Willie 
has  taken  sick  last  evening  quite  suddenly, 
doctored  him  up  and  is  well  again  this  morning 
did  not  send  him  to  school  - is  taking  lessons  in 
painting  - drawing  a house  on  paper.  I think  our 
house  is  a sort  of  hospital  mostly  someone  under 
the  weather. ..Mary  Hallowell  said  she  is  going  to 
send  me  an  invitation  to  come  see  her  graduate, 
I am  afraid  she  has  forgotten  it,  its  a week 
from  today,  I would  love  to  go.  I have  never  been 
to  Swarthmore,  am  anxious  to  see  the  place,  I 
expect  thee  has  heard  Mary  was  going  to  study 
medicine,  how  would  thee  like  to  be  a doctor?... 

Hannah 
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Jennie  Davis  was 
selected  the  most 
valuable  teacher  in 
Philadelphia  and 
was  awarded  a trip 
to  Europe  in  1890. 
Pictured  (left)  is 
Jennie's  letter  of 
introduction  written 
by  then  Major  of 
Philadelphia  Edwin 
H.  Fitles. 


List  of  passengers 
and  itinerary  of 
Jennie's  trip  with 
her  written 
comments. 
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(Jennie's  letter  of  March  13,  1900,  in  which  she  gives 
marriage  advise  to  her  cousin,  could  have  been  written  even 
today.) 


1718  Green  Street 
Phila.,  Pa 
3 mo.  13,  1900 


My  dear  Cousin, 

".  . .There  are  always  tragedies  in  every-day 
life,  much  that  has  to  be  hidden,  many  lives 
that  do  not  enjoy  all  the  happiness  that  seems 
naturally  should  be  theirs,  often  through  mis- 
understanding and  growing  apart  in 
interests. 

"How  many  husbands  and  wives  become  so 
separated  in  this  way!  Often  no  doubt  because 
the  woman's  duties  prevent  her  taking  the 
interest  in  his  affairs  and  he  finds  others  who 
take  her  place,  business,  clubs,  etc.  That 
woman  is  wise  who  manages  to  prevent  this  as 
much  as  possible,  never  to  let  him  find  that  he 
can  do  without  her. ..do  not  talk  to  him  of  thy 
deficiencies,  for  he  knows  they  do  not  exist, 
and  men  do  not  enjoy  such  things.  I believe 
independence  suits  them  better,  thee  makes  a 
man  too  much  of  an  exalted  being  for  thy  own 
good.  Thee  put  him  on  too  high  a pedestal  and 
because  he  does  not  come  up  to  thy  ideal  then 
thee  blames  thyself  which  is  a very  foolish 
thing  to  do.  . ." 


Jennie 
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Graeme  Park's  Heritage  Continues 


Abel  Penrose  died  on  July  lO,  I893,  at  the  age  of  76. 
The  Public  Spirit  honored  him  with  a special  obituary  along 
with  an  engraving.  ^ The  newspaper  reported  that  he  died  in 
the  harvest  field.  He  was  quickly  attended  by  his  son, 
Morris,  who  comforted  him  during  his  final  moments.  Abel 
was  described  as  being  "well-known  and  highly  respected  in 
the  community,  as  a man  of  sterling  character,  a good 
neighbor,  and  kind  friend."  After  Abel's  death,  his  son  Morris 
took  over  the  responsibility  of  farming  Graeme  Park. 


^"Abel  Penrose,"  Public  Spirit,  July  15,  1893.  In  possession 
of  Montgomery  Newspapers,  Fort  Washington,  PA. 
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MORRIS  PENROSE 


America  in  the  Days  of  Morris  Penrose 

America  in  the  days  of  Morris  Penrose  was  a place  of 
inventions,  immigration,  reforms  and  war.  In  the  last 
quarter  of  the  19th  century  and  the  beginning  of  the  20th, 
some  ten  million  people  had  immigrated  to  America  causing 
already  expanding  cities  to  become  metropolises.  Reform 
movements  designed  to  improve  factory  conditions,  end  child 
labor,  clean  up  government,  and  help  the  poor  were 
common.  The  Temperance  Crusade  and  the  Women's 
Suffrage  movement  were  also  very  active  during  this  time. 
Factories  produced  more  than  could  be  consumed  by  the 
American  people  and  world -wide  trade  began  as  America 
prospered  and  became  recognized  as  a major  world  power. 
In  1914,  World  War  I broke  out  in  Europe  and  the  United 
States  entered  the  war  in  1917  after  German  U-boats  sunk 
three  American  merchant  ships. 

From  his  birth  in  i860  until  his  death  in  1944,  Morris 
witnessed  these  events  plus  the  beginning  of  World  War  II. 
In  fact,  Morris  saw  more  of  a drastic  change  in  American 
life  than  any  of  his  predecessors.  Born  before  the  Civil  War, 
when  Americans  lived  a more  simple  rural  life,  Morris 
witnessed  the  transformation  of  America  caused  by  the 
Industrial  Revolution  that  propelled  the  country  into  a 
powerful  nation.  Inventions  like  the  automobile,  photo- 
graphy, telephone  and  the  airplane  were  just  new  and 
strange  ideas  when  Morris  was  a child  but  became  common- 
place when  he  reached  adulthood. 

Morris  Penrose, 

Fourth  Generation  Penrose  at  Graeme  Park 


Morris  B.  Penrose,  born  on  March  14,  i860,  was  raised 
at  Graeme  Park  along  with  his  two  sisters,  Hannah  and 
Mary,  and  his  brother  William.  When  their  father,  Abel, 
died  on  July  10,  1893,  brothers  Morris  and  William  were 
given  the  option  of  buying  Graeme  Park.  According  to 
Abel's  will,  his  sons  could  purchase  the  property  jointly  for 
$25,000  or  if  they  declined  to  do  so,  each  had  the  option  of 


55 


buying  the  farm  independently.  The  will  stipulated  that  if 
both  brothers  declined  to  purchase  the  property,  it  was  to 
remain  under  the  control  of  Abel's  widow,  Sarah,  until  Mary, 
their  daughter,  reached  the  age  of  21.  At  that  time,  the 
executors  were  directed  to  sell  the  farm  at  public  sale  to 
the  highest  bidder.  Abel  planned  the  sale  of  Graeme  Park 
to  provide  an  income  for  his  wife  and  minor  daughter, 
Mary.^ 

Abel's  daughter,  Hannah  J.  Markley,  had  borrowed 
money  from  her  father  which,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  was 
considered  uncollectable.  This  situation,  probably  combined 
with  the  effects  of  the  farming  depression  in  the  late  19th 
century,  left  Abel's  estate  in  debt.  When  his  estate  was 
settled,  it  was  found  to  be  $5,025  in  arrears.  On  January 
28,  1895,  Sarah  Penrose  and  son  Morris  filed  a petition  in 
court  to  change  Abel's  last  will  and  testament  in  order  to  be 
granted  permission  to  remortgage  Graeme  Park.  Since  the 
court  recognized  the  depressed  condition  of  the  1890's  real 
estate  market,  Graeme  Park  was  not  put  up  for  public  sale. 
Instead,  Abel's  sons,  Morris  and  William,  obtained  a loan  and 
cleared  the  estate. ^ 

After  his  father's  death  in  1893,  Morris  took  over  the 
responsibility  of  farming  Graeme  Park  and  continued  the 
tradition  for  the  next  27  years.  He  never  married  and  lived 
at  Graeme  Park  with  his  widowed  sister  Mary  Penrose 
Carothers.  Like  many  farmers  in  the  1900's,  Morris 
advertised  the  sale  of  his  crops  in  a local  newspaper.  The 
following  ad  appeared  in  the  February  25,  1911  Public  Spirit. 

"On  the  premises  of  Morris  B.  Penrose 
known  as  Graeme  Park  Farm,  fronting  on  the 
Governor's  road  and  County  Line  Road  near 
Davis  Grove,  in  Horsham  township,  Montgomery 
County,  PA. 


^Petition  of  Sarah  B.  Penrose  and  Morris  B.  Penrose  of  the 
last  will  and  testament  of  Abel  Penrose,  Recorded  January 
28,  1895,  Montgomery  County  Orphans  Court,  14227,  Book 
39,  Page  123. 

^Ibid 
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50  tons  of  nice  timothy  and  mixed  hay,  6 
tons  of  baled  wheat  straw,  3 tons  of  straight  rye 
straw,  3000  bundles  corn  fodder,  500  bushels  of 
oats,  recleaned;  300  bushels  good  corn  on  cob, 

50  bushels  potatoes,  first  and  second  size,  8 
bushels  seed  sugar  corn,  hand  shelled. 

These  crops  are  in  excellent  condition, 
having  been  harvested  with  care  by  a practical 
farmer,  to  all  of  which  former  customers  at  his 
sales  bear  testimony."^ 

Morris,  like  his  predecessors,  understood  Graeme 
Park's  historical  significance  and  he  and  his  sister  Mary 
showed  many  interested  people,  school  children  and  his- 
torical groups  through  the  Keith  House.  Many  articles  about 
Graeme  Park's  history  appeared  in  local  newspapers  in- 
cluding The  Ambler  Gazette,  The  Newtown  Enterprise,  The 
Spirit,  The  Bier  Gazette,  ancTThe  Evening  Bulletin.  The 
House  was  also  discussed  in  many  area  historical  society 
papers  and  in  historic  books.  The  City  History  Club  of 
Philadelphia  called  its  visit  to  Graeme  Park  "decidedly  the 
most  interesting  of  the  recent  jaunts."  Another  article  said, 
"The  present  owners  treasure  every  landmark  and  relic  of  the 
historic  estate  and  it  is  now  one  of  the  most  widely  known 
of  the  Pennsylvania  farm  homes  with  a history."^ 

As  Americans  became  more  interested  in  their  past 
history,  Graeme  Park's  popularity  grew.  In  the  summer  of 
1914  between  400  and  500  people  had  "wound  their  way 
along  the  road  leading  from  the  trolley  line,  distance  a mile 
and  a quarter  to  visit  the  Keith  Mansion. "3 


^''Public  Sale  of  Personal  Property,"  Public  Spirit,  February 
25,  1911,  Page  4. 

Newspaper  Clipping  File,  Graeme  Park,  the  Bucks  County 
Historical  Society,  Spruance  Library. 

3lbid 
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Graeme  Park's  Heritage  Continues 


Morris  Penrose  farmed  Graeme  Park  from  1893  until 
1920,  when  acting  as  executor  of  his  father's  will,  Morris 
sold  the  property  to  Welsh  Strawbridge.  The  March  10, 
1920,  Public  Spirit  printed  a front  page  story  about  the 
sale. 


"(Graeme  Park)  sold  to  Welsh  Strawbridge 
of  Chestnut  Hill,  and  of  the  firm  of  J.&.W. 
Strawbridge  investment  brokers,  for  the  estate 
of  Abel  Penrose,  191  acre  estate  in  Horsham 
township  known  as  'Graeme  Park.'  Mr.  Straw- 
bridge  for  a number  of  years  was  master  of  the 
hounds  of  Whitemarsh  Hunt  Club."^ 

After  the  sale,  in  compliance  with  his  father's  will, 
Morris  divided  the  estate  proceeds  with  his  sisters  and 
brother. 2 In  1920  Morris  and  his  sister,  Mary,  moved  to 
nearby  Davis  Grove  in  Horsham.  Morris  Penrose  died  in 
1944  at  the  age  of  84  and  Mary  died  at  the  age  of  76  in 
1953- 


In  1922,  Welsh  Strawbridge  married  Miss  Margaret  Ely 
Marshall,  daughter  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  George  Morley  Marshall 
of  Philadelphia.  The  Strawbridges  continued  in  the  Pen- 
rose's tradition  of  preserving  Graeme  Park.  In  1957  they 
took  steps  to  preserve  Graeme  Park  for  all  future  genera- 
tions by  donating  the  Keith  House  and  surrounding  acres  to 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


^"Graeme  Park  Sold,"  Public  Spirit,  March  20,  1920,  page  1. 

Release  Hannah  J.  Markley,  et  al,  to  Morris  B.  Penrose, 
surviving  executor.  Recorded  August  27,  1920,  Montgomery 
County  Recorder  of  Deeds  Office,  Norristown,  PA. 
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